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ABSTRACT: The objective of this study was to improve the speaking
ability of the students at the first grade of MTsN. Model Makassar. The
method of this research was Classroom Action Research (CAR) that is
conducted to the first grade students of MTsN. Model Makassar in
academic year 2014/2015. The subject of the research consists of twenty
five students; there are twelve boys and thirteen girls. The instruments
are spoken test and observation guidelines. The research design applied
in this study was a collaborative classroom action research consisting of
2 cycles covering 3 meetings for each cycle. The findings of this study
showed improvement of the students’ speaking ability from the first to
the second cycle have improve highly. Where the mean score
ofvocabulary terms was 2 for the pre-cycle test become 3.28 for the
second cycle post-test. Besides that, the mean score of grammar in the
pre-cycle test wa 1.84 increase 3.08 in the second cycle post-test. Same as
the pronunciation term, the students score from pre-cycle test to the
second cycle test came up from 1.96 to 3.04. Furthermore for the
students speaking accuracy and fluency, their score also increase from
1.44 became 2.92. This research was successful to improve the students
speaking ability by using thematic materials.
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A. INTRODUCTION

T

eaching speaking skill to students is not as easy as imagined. There are
always difficulties in teaching this skill, whether in terms of interest to
follow the lessons, confidence, and the ability of the students themselves.
Therefore, a teacher must be able to be creative in teaching this skill so that students
can understand it as natural as possible.
Before doing the research, the researcher found some problems during her
teaching internship process. Some of the students do not have basic in English, even
for short basic conversation. They were lack of vocabulary and knowledge of making
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a sentence. In addition, most of the students were not have a good confidence in
speaking. Those problems made the students did not interested in learning English
and have no confidence during their English class. As a result, the students join the
class just because English is a must. Besides, English studying material was not
interested for the students. They were not motivated during their learning process
because students did not understand why they have to study the materials.
The problem explained in the previous paragraph make the teacher has an
important part for sending the materials to the students so they can understand it
well. If the students do not learn how to speak or do not get any opportunity to
speak in the language classroom they may soon get de-motivated and lose interest in
learning. On the other hand, if the right activities are taught in the right way,
speaking in class can be a lot of fun, raising general learner motivation and making
the English language classroom a fun and dynamic place to be.
For that reasons, the researcher purpose one specific material of language
teaching called “Thematic Materials” in which focus on students’ interest, creating a
sense of purpose and community in the classroom that is really needed by the
students nowadays. Thematic materials also emphasize the involvement of students
in actively learning process so the students can get direct experience and also trained
to find various knowledges by themselves of what they are studying about. By direct
experience, students will understand the concepts they are studying and connect
them to another concept they have understood.
By using Thematic materials, the students are expected to be more interested
in their English class. They can be involved in the class activity by speaking up their
opinion related to the theme. Here the students will ask to be more active in
communicating what comes in their mind when the teacher introduces a theme.
Students in the class will be guided to describe something related to the theme and
other will be asked to response their friends. It will be a good way for students to
interact with one another.
Furthermore, the research problems of this research was “what is the
students’ speaking ability in learning English by using thematic materials at the first
year students at MTsN. Model Makassar?”. Then, the research objective was to find
out the improvement of the students speaking ability by using Thematic Materials. In
addition, this research was beneficial practically in the context for the students (the
can enjoy their class using Thematic Materials), and the lecturers (they can apply this
method in teaching English and can be a useful information as a reference for the
258

Volume I, Number 02, December 2015

teacher). Finally, this study was focused on identifying the students’ improvement of
speaking ability in learning English through Thematic Materials.
B. LITERATURE REVIEW
A number of studies had been conducted in order to investigate the
improvement of students speaking ability. One of them isHasriati (2004) on her
thesis “Improving the Students Speaking Skill through Situational Language Learning at the
Second Year of SMPN 2 Kajuara Kab. Bone,”explained that situational language learning
method is a good way to improve the students speaking ability. She found that 73%
of the students were effective in learning English and 70% of the students could
increase their English through situational language learning. What is in line with the
researcher’s title here is by using the thematic materials, the teacher can pick a new
interesting topic to study in the class and adjust it in the real class situation.
Furthermore, Deliana (2007) reportedher research findings that students have
to practice more to get improvement in speaking skill. And by practicing, students
must have interaction each other to make speaking class situation being alive and that
could be happened by doing a dialogue. This practicing can be gain also by using
Thematic Materials because by applying this method, students would be more
participate during classroom activities and speak everything what came in their mind.
It can be concluded that using thematic materials is effective to improve the
students’ speaking ability. Therefore, the researcheris interested in using Thematic
materials as the study of this research.
Thematic Materials
Diana Mumford in Tarira (2000) states, Thematic Materials or theme based
units are a vehicle for teaching a range of skills and content by integrating curriculum
areas around a topic. This method of teaching links curriculum strands and
capitalizes on children’s interests, creating a sense of purpose and community in the
classroom. By building on their interests and life experiences, young people’s
attitudes, skills and knowledge are developed in meaningful ways. Inquiry and
communication are activated by a desire to know more, resulting in enthusiastic
participation in the learning process (Diana Mumford in Tarira, 2000).
Moreover, there are some benefits of Thematic Materials, they are; fun for
departing from the interest and needs of students, provide learning experiences and
activities that are relevant to the level of development and needs of the students,
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results of learning can last long, because the more memorable and the more
meaningful, develop thinking skills of students in accordance with the problems
faced, and fostering social skills through teamwork.
C. RESEARCH METHOD
The researcherconducted a Classroom Action Research which involved a
cycle of planning, implementation, observation, and reflection. This research wasthe
first year students at MTsN. Model Makassar.There were25 students in the class
covering 12 boys and 13 girls in academic year of 2014/2015.
The criteria of success of this study were determined by two components,
namely classical indicators and individual indicators in which 70% of the students
wereavailable obtaining score 3 (good), and 70% of the students responded positively
to the use of Thematic Materials in improving their speaking ability. Next, the data
gained in this study were both qualitative and quantitative data. Furthermore, the
research instruments used to obtain valid data were oral test, and observation guidelines. The
data obtained was analyzed by using comparative descriptive analysis; and statistical analysis
The research procedures involved in this study were plan, action,
observation, and reflection. The procedures as follows:
1. Plan
In this step, the researcher preparedseveral equipments before going to action
including the instruments ofcollecting data, they areverbal test, guidelines of
observation and students’ quiz. In addition, researcher also designed lesson plan for
each meeting as a framework in the class.
2. Action
In this section, the researcher will give the students treatment to improve
their ability by finding their interest to be used as a theme The activities of action are
structured as follows:
a. Student will be given warming up before starting the materials, the warming up can
be asking the students some vocabulary that related to the theme would introduce
b. Introducing the theme that students will learn.
c. Students are guided to use vocabularies into the sentences
d. Giving the students questions about the theme.
e. After the students answer the questions, teacher will correct the answer and guide
them how to make sentences.
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f. Students will be asked to make a preparation to be presented in front of their
friends about the theme, their preparation must be a small note that contain some
vocabularies they sometimes forget.
g. Students will present their presentation.
h. After presenting their presentation, otomaticly there will be respons such a
question or addition they will interact each other.
i. Almost the end of the class, after presentation, teacher will tell the students about
their errors that teacher found during discussing.
j. In the end of the session, give the students verbal quiz related to the theme
discussed among those students so that students quickly come to realize that the
topic is not just to learn insede the class, but really count to their life.
3. Observation
A moment to observe the event, movement or process is provided in this
step. The researcher observes several things happening in the class when the
thematic materials is used. This case, the observer observes the class participation
including the students’ attitude, interest,emotion and their response in the class.
Moreover, the researcher observes the weaknesses of that activities either.Afterward
making a note of weaknesses identified in order to recover in the next meeting.
4. Evaluation and Reflection
As the last step, the researcher focuses on analyzing the indicators that have
and have not achieved. After analyzing the indicators, the researcher will focus on
indicator that have not achieve yet. Next, looking for the problem solving to achieve
the indicators. Afterward, the researcher will think the planning and acting in the
next meeting.
D. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
1. The Findings of Preliminary Study
The pre-cycle study was conducted on March 19th, 2015 at the first year
students of MTsN. Model Makassar. From this preliminary study, it was found that
most of the students at the class viewed speaking as the most difficult English skill
comparing to the three other skills. The speaking problems faced by the students at
the class accounted for lack of vocabulary, less ideas, mispronunciation, bad fluency
and accuracy and also not confidence in speaking.Furthermore, the results ofprecycle testtest as follows;
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Vocabulary

Mean Score: 2

Grammar

Table 1.The Result of Pre-Cycle Test
Scores (s) Frequencies (f)
Percentages (%)
5
0
0
4
1
4
3
2
8
2
18
72
1
4
16
0
0
0
25
100
Scores (s)

Frequencies (f)

Percentages (%)

5
4
3
2
1
0

0
1
4
10
10
0
25

0
4
16
40
40
0
100

Scores (s)

Frequencies (f)

Percentages (%)

5
4
3
2
1
0

0
0
7
10
8
0
25
Frequencies (f)
0
0
2
7
16
0

0
0
28
40
32
0
100
Percentages (%)
0
0
8
28
64
0

25

100

Mean Scores : 1.84

Pronounciation

Mean Scores : 1.96

Accuracy
and Fluency

Scores (s)
5
4
3
2
1
0

Mean Scores : 1.44

Mean scores’ accumulation: 1.81
Table 1 showed that after calculating all the componentsthe mean score of
the students’ speaking ability before applied Thematic Materials was only 1.81
classified as poor. Therefore, it was concluded that the students’ speaking ability
should also be improved in order to achieve the criteria of success of this study.
262

Volume I, Number 02, December 2015

2. The Results of Achievement Writing Test in the First Cycle
The achievement test in the first cycle was conducted on March30th, 2015 at
the first year students of MTsN. Model Makassar. The results as follows;
Table 2.The Result of post-cycle test(The First Cycle Post-test)

Vocabulary

Mean Score: 2.56

Grammar
Mean Scores : 2.36

Pronunciation

Mean Scores : 2.4

Accuracy and
Fluency
Mean Scores : 2.08

Scores (s)
5
4
3
2
1
0

Frequencies (f)
0
5
7
10
3
0
25
Scores (s)
Frequencies (f)
5
0
4
3
3
8
2
9
1
5
0
0
25
Scores (s)
Frequencies (f)
5
0
4
2
3
11
2
7
1
5
0
0
25
Scores (s)
Frequencies (f)
5
0
4
1
3
7
2
10
1
7
0
0
25
Mean scores’ accumulation: 2,35

Percentages (%)
0
20
28
40
12
0
100
Percentages (%)
0
12
32
36
20
0
100
Percentages (%)
0
8
44
28
20
0
100
Percentages (%)
0
4
28
40
28
0
100

Table 2 showed after calculating all the components the mean score of the
students’ speaking ability in the achievement oral test in the first cycle was increase
from1.81 to 2.35 classified as average. Therefore, it was concluded that the students’
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speaking ability still need to be improved because the criteria of success was not
gain yet.
3. The Results of Achievement Writing Test in the Second Cycle
The achievement of oral test in the second cycle was conducted on April 11 th,
2015 at first year students of MTsN. Model Makassar. The results as follows;
Table 3.The Result of post-cycle test (The SecondCycle Post-test)

Vocabulary

Scores
(s)
5
4
3
2
1
0

Mean Score: 3.28

Grammar

25
Scores
(s)
5
4
3
2
1
0

Mean Scores : 3.08

Pronunciation

Frequencies
(f)
1
6
12
6
0
0

Percentages (%)
4
36
44
16
0
0
100
Percentages (%)
4
24
48
24
0
0

25

100

Scores
(s)

Frequencies
(f)

Percentages (%)

5
4
3
2
1
0

1
4
15
5
0
0
25
Frequencies
(f)
1
3
14
7

Mean Scores : 3.04

Accuracy
and Fluency

Frequencies
(f)
1
9
11
4
0
0

Scores
(s)
5
4
3
2
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4
16
60
20
0
0
100
Percentages (%)
4
12
56
28
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1
0
Mean Scores :
2.92

0
0

0
0

25

100

Mean scores’ accumulation: 3.08
Table 3 showed that after calculating all the components the mean score of
the students’ speaking ability in the achievement oral test in the second cycle
improved significantly in which it was 3.08 classified as good. Therefore, it was
concluded that this research should be stopped because the students’ spakng ability
have improved and achieved the criteria of success of this study.
The results of observation being discussed in this section were the observation
conducted both in the first cycle and in the second cycle. The results as follows:
Table 4. The Results of Observation
Aspects

Learning
Activities

Creativity

Feeling of
Happiness
Interaction

Indicators
Doing their conversation based on the
teacher’s instruction.
Asking question to their teacher if there
is an instruction which is not clear.
Giving comments and suggestions
about their friends’ job.
Presenting their discussion result
without being appointed by the teacher.
Discussing and working together with
their friends in doing their assignments.
Doing assignments from their teacher
well.
Showing their curiosities with asking
question to their teacher and friends.
Exploring their ideas.
Thinking and are not hopeless for
looking for answer using books or
asking to their friends.
Looking happy in learning process.
Not feeling sleepy during the teaching
and learning process.
Discussing with their teacher.
Discussing with their friends.
Working together with their friends.

Mean Score
265

Score
C1
C2
60
75

Change
100%
+15

65

85

+20

60

85

+25

50

70

+20

70

80

+10

70

80

+10

70

85

+10

60
60

70
65

+10
+5

70
70

80
70

+10
0

65
75
70
70
70
75
60 72,85

+10
0
+5
+10,71
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Based on the table of observation above, the teaching and learning process
was beyond the researcher expectation, the class process only got 60% mean score or
categorized fairly. But seeing the comparison score above, between results of the first
cycle and the second cycle observations showed that were a number of significances
for the students’ activities. . This case, the mean score of the first cycle observation
was 60 whereas the mean score of the second cycle observation achieved 72.85
Furthermore, the students’ first class observation was only categorized fairly good
whereas in the second cycle the observation score achieved good level. That means
there was a bit improvement of students’ participation supporting the conversation
in the class with space 10.71. That improvementcaused the researcher becoming
proud even that was not very significant but at least the action process in the second
cycle worked better. Further, the comparison above showed that almost indicator
aspect showed up. Nevertheless,there were a few indicators stay in the same score
unlike the researcher hopes.
The data found in this study showed that the successfulness of students in
improving their speaking ability was affected by some factors. They are; 1) Thematic
Materials was able to press the students’ errors in speaking English; 2) Thematic
materials could encourage the students’ motivation and their involvement into the
class; 3) Presenting a theme could be automaticly make an interaction each of students;
4) The curiosity of students about a theme can make them explore anything what
comes in their minds, it also let them want to understand what they were discussed
by asking questions. This step made the students practice their speaking ability.
In contrary, this study was also found some weaknesses of the use of
Thematic Materials in teaching speaking. First, the students were lack of confidence
in doing speaking. Second, some of the students still have a less ideas of what they
would speak to other friends. Third, some of the students can’t improve their
accuracy and fluency competences because afraid of made mistakes in front of their
friends. Forth, limited vocabulary made students were lazy to make an interaction
such as giving a question or suggestion in speaking activity. Fifth, sometimes, many
of the students wanted to speak their mind (asking questions, giving suggestions,
giving addition, and giving protest) that made class being crowded.
E. CONCLUSION
The results of this study showed that the use of Thematic Materials could
improve the students’ speaking ability. It could be seen from the improvements of
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students’ speaking scores and the students’ involvements in the teaching and learning
process starting from the fist cycle to the second cycle.Furthermore, relating to the
research findings in the previous discussion, the conclutions are presented in the
following statements; 1) A number of the students’ problems (less ideas,
mispronounciation, bad fluency and accuracy) of conducting Thematic Materials at the
beginning of research descreased. As a matter of expectation, the second cycle posttest scores indicated that their previous problems in conversation could be decreased
even not all recovered perfectly; 2)Thematic Materials was able to press the students’
errors in speaking English; 3) The data showed that the students’ competence in
speaking ability to communicate the theme became higher in the end section of this
research. It proved enough the effects as well as the benefits of cooperative learning
in enhancing the students’ speaking grade; 4) Thematic Materials could encourage
the students’ motivation and their involvement into the class; 5) This Class Action
Research proved enough that students’ speaking ability could be improved by
utilizing Thematic Materials.
However, the use of Thematic Materials in teaching speaking also has some
weaknesses. They were; 1)The students were lack of confidence in doing speaking. 2)
Some of the students still have a less ideas of what they would speak to other friends.
3) Some of the students can’t improve their accuracy and fluency competences
because afraid of made mistakes in front of their friends. 4) Limited vocabulary made
students were lazy to make an interaction such as giving a question or suggestion in
speaking activity. 5) Sometimes, many of the students wanted to speak their mind
(asking questions, giving suggestions, giving addition, and giving protest) that made
class being crowded.
F. RECOMMENDATION
The result obtained from this research brings a series of following
recommendation including; 1) Utilizing Thematic Materials could be one of some
alternatives of guiding students to master in spoken English communication; 2) The
teacher could use Thematic Materials to improve the students’ involvement in the
class including assisting one another, working together and accomplishing the goals
actively; 3) Implementing Thematic Materials should be used as one of active
methods motivating the students to enjoy learning nowadays; 4) Utilizing Thematic
Materials could contribute and support students centered domination in the class.
This kind of method forced the students to more actively rather than just keep silent
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in the class; 5) In teaching English, the lecturer as well as teachers should give their
students opportunity to keep talking rather than giving more speech in front of them.
Letting the students keep sharing as long as they can share to others. In addition,
motivating that students to be more actively practicing their speaking in order to
make their competence better; 6) Specially for the students, being a creative as well as
active students and taking involvement in the class while working together with your
friends during your circle conversation.
Since this study has been successful to improve the students’ speaking ability,
it is suggested that the English lecturers/teachers can apply or adapted the above
procedures based on the students’ situation and problem to improve the students’
speaking ability. The researcher also suggests that the lecturers/teachers have to
explain the advantages of the use Thematic Materials in speaking course to the
students so that they can realize that what they are doing is very useful. Then, the
researcher also suggests that the teacher should make those activities as creative as
possible because all of the good strategy should be designed as good as possible to
attract the students’ interest.
REFERENCES
Arikunto, S. Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktik. Jakarta: PT. Asdi Mahasatya,
2010.
Brown, H. Douglas. Prinsip Pembelajaran dan Pengajaran Bahasa. Terj. Principles in
Learning and Teaching Language. Jakarta: Kedutaan Besar Amerika Serikat, 2008.
Byrne, D. Focus on The Classroom. 1998. Retrieved from http://www.amazon.com/
Focus-Classroom-Selected-Donn-Byrne/dp/0906149878. 21 January 2015
Channey, A. L. & Burk. T.L. Teaching Oral Communication in Grades K.8. Boston, 1998.
Crystal, David. English as A Global Language, vol. 2, ed. United Kingdom The Press
Syndicate of The University of The Cambridge. Retrieved from http://
catdir.loc.gov/catdir/samples/cam041/2003282119.pdf. 21 January 2015
Deliana. The influence of the ability in mastering dialogue on the achievement in learning English.
Thesis. Surabaya: UNS. 2007.
Echoles, M Jhon & Shadily, H. Kamus Inggris Indonesia. Jakarta: PT. Gramedia Pustaka
Utama, 1975.
Harmer, J. How to Teach English. Retrieved from http://www.lenguasvivas.com.ar/
upload/Didactica_1/The-Practice-of-English-Language-Teaching-JeremyHarmer.pdf. 21 January 2015
268

Volume I, Number 02, December 2015

Hasriati. Thesis. Improving the Students Speaking Skill through Situational Language Learning
at the Second Year of SMPN 2 Kajuara Kab. Bone. FKIP Unismuh. 2004.
Hopkins, D. A teacher's guide to classroom research. Philadelphia: Open University
Press, 1985.
Hornby, A.S., &Gatenby, E.V.,& Wakefield, H. Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of
Current English. United Kingdom: Oxford Universty Press, 1963.
Kemmis, S., & McTaggart, R. Participatory Action Research. Retrivied from
http://www.corwin.com/upm-data/21157_Chapter_10.pdf. 21 January 2015
Mifflin, H. Public Speaking Tips. Retrieved from http://www.thefreedictionary.com/
_/dict>aspx?rd=1&word=speaking. 9 January 2000
Muhtar, Shaleh. Improving Speaking Ability through Balloon Debate in First Year Students of
MA PONTREN DDI Pattojo Soppeng. Thesis of Bachelor Degree, Faculty of
Tarbiyah and Teaching Science, UIN Alauddin Makassar, Makassar. 2014.
Saharuddin. Developing the speaking ability of english education department of the second semester
students at FPBS UNM Makassar through topic interest. Thesis: UNM Makassar.
1991.
Sudijono, Anas. Pengantar Statistik Pendidikan. Jakarta: PT RajaGrafindo Persada.
1987.
Sugiyono. Metode Penelitian Pendidikan. Bandung: Penerbit Alfabeta, 2007.
Tarira. Theme-based Teaching and Learning for Young Learnersrecited on 25 November
2014 from http://tiarjournal33.wordpress.com/2012/02/26/theme-basedteaching-and-learning-for-young-learners. 2012
Wibawa, Penelitian Tindakan Kelas Untuk Pengembangan Profesi Guru. Purwokerto,
Alfabeta bandung, 2010
Widdowson. H. G.& Quirk, R. English in The World: Teaching and Learning the Language
and Literatures. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985.
Yaumi, Muhammad & Muljono Damapoli. Action Research (Teori, Model, dan
Aplikasi). Jakarta: PT. Karisma Putra Utama

269

