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Abstract

This research examines Amin Ahsan Islaht's Tafsir: Selections from the
Tadabbur al-Qur'an, which emphasizes the virtues of nazm (coherence) in the
Qur'an. Islaht's work provides deep insights into how the Qur'an is not merely
a collection of isolated verses but rather a structured system with intricate
relationships between verses, chapters, and the meanings they convey. The
primary aim of this research is to explore how the Qur'an can be understood
as an interconnected whole, where each part complements and reinforces the
intended message. The research employs a qualitative library research
method, utilizing written texts—primarily Selections from the Tadabbur al-
Qur'an in English—as well as supplementary sources such as thesis,
dissertations, books, and relevant academic journals. The findings of this
research indicate that the Qur'an can be viewed as a cohesive system, where
its verses and chapters are intricately linked, forming an inseparable unity.
This research seeks to offer a novel perspective by underscoring the
importance of understanding the nazm al-Qur'an, an aspect often overlooked
in conventional tafsir. By incorporating data in the form of sentences,
diagrams, and illustrations, this research aspires to provide a fresh
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understanding of the interconnections within the Qur'an, ultimately enriching
our appreciation of this divine revelation.

Keyword: Manuscripts; Tafsir; The Tadabbur al-Qur'an
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Abstrak

Penelitian ini mengkaji Naskah Kitab Tafsir Selections From The Tadabbur
al-Qur’an karya Amin Ahsan Islahi yang menyoroti keutamaan nazm
(koherensi) dalam al-Qur’an. Naskah ini memberikan wawasan mendalam
tentang bagaimana al-Qur’an bukan hanya sekadar kumpulan ayat-ayat yang
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terpisah, melainkan sebuah sistem yang terstruktur dengan hubungan yang
erat antara ayat, surah, dan makna yang terkandung di dalamnya. Fokus
utama dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengungkap bagaimana al-Qur’an
dapat dipahami sebagai suatu kesatuan yang tidak terpisahkan, di mana setiap
bagian saling terkait dan memperkuat makna yang ingin disampaikan.
Metode yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah penelitian kepustakaan
(library research) dengan pendekatan kualitatif, di mana data yang digunakan
adalah naskah tertulis, khususnya Selections From The Tadabbur al-Qur’an
yang ditulis dalam bahasa Inggris, serta sumber-sumber pendukung lainnya
seperti skripsi, tesis, disertasi, buku, dan jurnal yang relevan. Hasil penelitian
ini menunjukkan bahwa al-Qur’an dipandang sebagai satu sistem dalam arti
bagian-bagian dari al-Qur’an baik ayat atau pun surah, satu sama lain
mempunyai hubungan sebagai satu kesatuan yang tak terpisahkan. Penelitian
ini berusaha memperkenalkan kebaruan dengan menyoroti pentingnya
pemahaman terhadap nazm al-Qur’an, yang selama ini sering terabaikan
dalam tafsir konvensional. Dengan menggunakan data dalam bentuk kalimat,
skema, dan gambar, penelitian ini diharapkan dapat memberikan pemahaman
baru tentang hubungan antar bagian dalam al-Qur’an dan bagaimana hal ini
memperkaya pemahaman Kita terhadap wahyu llahi ini.

Kata kunci: Manuskrip; Tafsir; Tadabbur al-Qur’an

How to Cite This Article:  Mukhtar, Mukhtar, Rahman, Ismail Pane, Henrizal Hadi, Usman
Usman, and Gamal Abdul Nasir Zakaria. “Nazm Al-Qur’an: Islahi’s Methodology and Its
Implications for Tafsir”. Jurnal Adabiyah 24, no. 2 (November 30, 2024). Accessed November 30,
2024. https://journal.uin-alauddin.ac.id/index.php/adabiyah/article/view/42875.

A. Introduction

The Tafsir manuscript of Selections from the Tadabbur al-Qur'an is a
monumental interpretation of the Qur'an authored by Amin Ahsan Islahi (d. 1997).
Spanning more than nine volumes and totaling over 6,000 pages, this remarkable
masterpiece took twenty-two years to complete. "Observe the truth, even if your
shadow leaves you," reads one of his comments—a statement that encapsulates
Islaht's lifelong motto. Anyone who has studied these commentaries closely would
agree that Islahi dedicated himself fully to embodying this principle. He made a
sincere effort to delve deeply into the meanings and intentions of the Qur'an's
passages. Moreover, he candidly acknowledges instances where he feels he cannot do
justice to the text, especially when interpreting only a few verses in isolation. !

Hamid Uddin Farahi, a renowned Qur'anic scholar who passed away in 1930,
served as a key mentor and advisor to Amin Ahsan [slahi, particularly in shaping his
understanding of the Qur'an. Farahi’s approach to the Qur'an was grounded in the

!Amin Ahsan Islahi, Selections From The Tadabbur Al-Qur’an, Edition. I. (Pakistan; al-
Mawrid, Institute of Islamic Sciences: Shirkat Printing Press, 2004), p. 4
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belief that it possesses a structural and thematic coherence, or nazm—the idea that its
verses and chapters are purposefully interconnected rather than randomly arranged.
Islaht upheld this perspective in his own work, emphasizing nazm as a fundamental
principle for comprehending the Qur'an’s composition.

Islaht's understanding of nazm can be summarized in several key points:? a)
He classifies the surahs of the Qur'an into seven distinct groups, each centered on a
specific theme. Within each group, there are Makkiyah and Madaniyah surahs, with a
Makkiyah surah always preceding its Madaniyah counterpart. Islahi likens the
relationship between these two types of surahs to that of a tree's roots and branches:
the Makkiyah surah serves as the source, while the Madaniyah surah acts as its
offshoot, expanding upon the theme introduced by the former. b) Islaht identifies that
each group of surahs outlines various stages of the Prophet Muhammad's mission,
detailing different phases and aspects of his prophethood. The progression from one
surah to the next reflects the unfolding of this mission. c) He observes that each pair
of surahs within these groups complements one another, with one surah supporting
and elaborating on the themes or ideas introduced by the other. The only exception to
this pattern is Surah Al-Fatihah, which serves as both an introduction to the entire
Qur'an and a self-contained group. In this sense, A/-Fatihah is unique, setting the tone
for the entire Qur'anic discourse while corresponding to the themes explored
throughout the rest of the Qur'an. d) Each surah in the Qur'an is designed to convey a
central theme, with various subsections pointing to specific details or subtle shifts in
the overall message. These subsections act as markers of thematic transitions,
preserving the structural coherence of the Qur'anic text.

However, when applying the theory of nazm to the real-world study of the
Qur'an, one may encounter complexities that challenge this neat conceptual
framework. For instance, while Islahi’s categorization into groups and thematic pairs
provides a coherent approach, the varying historical contexts of revelation, the diverse
styles of speech in the Makkiyah and Madaniyah surahs, and the intricate intertextual
relationships between the surahs complicate any rigid, systematic classification.
Despite these challenges, Islahi’s emphasis on the overarching nazm remains a
valuable tool for navigating the Qur'an’s intricate structure and purpose.

This research is classified as library research because all the primary data is
derived from written sources, particularly the Tafsir Selections From The Tadabbur
al-Qur'an, written in English. This book serves as the principal and most critical
source for this research, as it is directly related to the field of Qur'anic interpretation.
To ensure accuracy and completeness, additional sources deemed representative and

2Kamran Bashir, 'Revisiting Modern "Nazm" Approaches to the Qur'an: Islaht's Interpretation
of Q. 107 and Q. 108 in his "Tadabbur-i Qur’an," Journal of Qur'anic Studies ,Vol. 17, No. 2 (2015),
pp. 47-74 (28 pages), Published By: Edinburgh University Press, https://www.euppublishing. com/doi/
abs/10.3366/jgs.2015.0195
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relevant to the study are also incorporated. These include research outputs in the form
of theses, dissertations, books, and other relevant materials. The methodology
employed in this research relies entirely on qualitative techniques, with data presented
in the form of textual analysis, schematics, and images.

B. Literature Review

Several previous studies have been conducted on themes related to the subject
that this research addresses. As indicated by the title, this literature review is divided
into several variables: studies discussing the thematic unity in the surahs of the
Qur’an, and those examining the character and thoughts of Amin Ahsan Islahi. The
first variable pertains to thematic unity within the surahs of the Qur’an, including the
study of coherence between its parts (munasabah). One notable book dedicated to this
topic is The Unity of al-Qur’an by Amir Faishol Fath. This work is a translation of the
original text, Nazariyah al-Wihdah al-Qur'aniyah 'inda 'Ulama' al-Muslimin wa
Dawruhd fi Fikri al-Islam. In his analysis, Amir Faishol explores the evidence for the
Qur’an’s unity and examines how both classical and contemporary scholars approach
this subject. In the introduction, Amir Faishol emphasizes the significance of this
theme, noting that many Muslims approach the Qur’an in a fragmented manner. They
interpret its verses from a partialistic perspective, focusing on isolated passages
without considering their context within the surrounding verses. This approach often
leads to conclusions that conflict with the overarching message and spirit of the
Qur’an.

Meanwhile, there is a research work titled Exordium to Coherence in the
Qur'an, which serves as the introduction by Hamid al-Din Farahi on the principle of
nazm in the Qur'an, translated into English by Tariqg Mahmood Hashmi. Although it is
merely an introductory text, its scope of discussion is quite extensive. In addition to
addressing coherence in the Qur'an, it explores sources and methods of interpretation,
including history, linguistics, events of revelation, modes of revelation, major
teachings in the Qur'an, the names of surahs and their main themes, the structure of
the Qur'an, and more. This work aims to provide methodologies for interpreting the
Qur'an based on the principle of coherence, offering a structured approach to
understanding its interconnectedness.

The book titled Textual Relations in the Qur'an by Salwa M.S. El-Awa
introduces a new methodology for reading and studying the texts of the Qur'an. It
employs the theory of relevance in linguistics to analyze the complex relationships
within the surahs of the Qur'an. This work covers several key discussions, including a
brief history of previous scholarship addressing the coherence of the Qur'an, an
introduction to the linguistic theory utilized in the analysis, and an in-depth study of
two specific surahs in the Qur'an.

The next work is the concept of mundasabah in the Tafsir Al-Asas fi al-Tafsir:
A Study of the Thoughts of Munasabah by Sa'ld Hawwa, a study conducted by
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Rahman Abdika. This research examines the concept of mundasabah as presented by
Sa'ld Hawwa, exploring how classical scholars have understood this concept and
reviewing the application of munasabah theory in Sa'ild Hawwa’s tafsir. According to
Hawwa, in addition to revealing connections between verses, there is a thematic unity
within the Qur'an. He demonstrates this unity by classifying the surahs of the Qur'an
based on the categories introduced by earlier scholars, such as al-sab‘ al-tiwal, al-
mi'tn, al-mathani, and al-mufassal. Apart from the aforementioned works, the study
of the Qur'an's unity and the coherence between its parts is also discussed in seminal
books on Ulim al-Qur’an, including A/-Itgan fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an by al-Suyiiti, Al-
Burhan fi ‘Uliim al-Qur’an by al-Zarkashi, Mabahith fi ‘Ulium al-Qur’an by Manna*
Khalil al-Qattan, ‘Uliamul Qur’an by Abdul Djalal, and others.

Meanwhile, regarding the study of the character and thoughts of Amin Ahsan
Islahi, research in this area has primarily been conducted by scholars based in
Pakistan. This is understandable, as Islahi's works, especially his commentary
Tadabbur-i-Qur'an, were written predominantly in Urdu. Among the scholars—both
Muslim and non-Muslim—who have studied Islaht's thoughts are Mustansir Mir, with
his work Coherence in the Qur'an: A Study of Islahi's Concept of Nazm in Tadabbur-i
Qur'an and Al-Hafiz Iftikhar Ahmad, with his dissertation A/-Shaykh Amin Ahsan al-
Islaht wa Manhajuhu fi Tafsivihi: Tadabbur-i Qur'an at al-Jami'ah al-Islamiyyah
Bahawalpur, Punjab, Pakistan. Mir’s book, based on his dissertation at the
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, in 1983, aims to introduce Western scholars to a
major Urdu-language work of the 20th century, which represents a significant
departure from traditional methods of interpretation. In this study, Mustansir Mir
traces the history of nazm (coherence) from classical to modern scholarship, while
analyzing the perspectives of Islahi and his teacher, Hamid al-Din Farahi. He also
examines the innovative concepts they developed regarding the coherence of the
Qur'an. Al-Hafiz Iftikhar Ahmad’s work focuses on the methods employed by Islaht
in his tafsir Tadabbur-i Qur'an. The research takes a descriptive approach, detailing
Islaht's life, education, works, and the interpretive methodologies and patterns evident
in Tadabbur-i Qur'an.

After reviewing several pieces of literature on interpretation, most discussions
focus on Islaht's thoughts regarding thematic unity in the suras of the Qur'an.
However, this research aims to highlight selected manuscripts of interpretation from
Tadabbur al-Qur'an. Additionally, research on the figure of Islahi remains rare in the
Indonesian academic sphere. Therefore, further investigation is necessary to better
understand Islaht's contributions to contemporary Qur'anic interpretation.

C. Research Methods

This research falls into the category of library research, which relies on
written data sources, particularly those related to the manuscript of the Tafsir
Selections From The Tadabbur al-Qur'an, written in English. This Tafsir book serves
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as the primary source for this research, as it directly addresses the interpretation
presented within the text. To enhance the depth of analysis and provide a broader
perspective, the research also incorporates various supplementary sources, including
theses, dissertations, books, journals, and other relevant materials that support the
research topic. The approach employed in this research is qualitative, focusing on the
collection and analysis of texts, sentences, schemes, and images to gain a
comprehensive understanding of the 7afsir's content. Data collection was conducted
through a detailed examination of the 7afsir text as well as other pertinent supporting
documents. Furthermore, qualitative data analysis techniques were applied to interpret
the meaning, context, and messages within the Tafsir text, linking them to the
perspectives of scholars and researchers engaged in similar studies. By employing this
method, the research aims to deepen the understanding of the Tafsir Selections From
The Tadabbur al-Qur'an and highlight its contribution to contextual and relevant
interpretations of Tafsir in the evolving field of religious studies today.

D. Results and Discussion

Traditionally, the Nazm al-Qur'an has been understood as a beautifully
organized arrangement of verses, illustrating not only the depth of knowledge but also
the oratorical and rhetorical power of divine revelation. However, in modern
discourse, there has been a tendency to view it more as a literary composition with
profound linguistic dimensions. This shift corresponds to a contemporary perspective
that favors a more scientific interpretation, rooted in logical and historical exegesis,
while still preserving the rich spiritual essence of the text.

In the book Tadabbur al-Qur'an, Islahi presents Nazm as evidence of the
Qur'an’s miraculous nature, which cannot be fully understood through a linguistic
approach alone. He emphasizes the necessity of a more comprehensive interpretation,
one that combines contextual analysis with an understanding of the social and
psychological characteristics of humanity today. Islaht’s approach, therefore, differs
from interpretations that focus solely on literal meanings or freeform interpretation.?

The traditional view of the Nazm al-Qur'an often limits itself to linguistic or
grammatical analysis, neglecting the deeper thematic relationships between verses. In
many scholarly circles, the Qur'an has been treated as a text to be understood through
literal and historical methods, without fully exploring the intricate internal
connections that contribute to its broader meaning

One of the key contributions of Islaht's Tadabbur al-Qur'an is its attempt to
integrate an understanding of the Qur'anic nazm with the idea that each verse, while
carrying a specific meaning, cannot be fully understood in isolation from the broader

3 Ahsan Islahi, Tadabbur al-Qur'an, Vol. 1 (Lahore: Markazi Maktaba Islami, 1986), hal. 30-
40.
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context of revelation.* Islahi emphasizes the importance of tadabbur—deep
contemplation of Qur'anic verses—in uncovering the moral messages embedded in
the Qur'an's overall structure. Traditional approaches to the Qur'anic nazm often focus
narrowly on linguistic and grammatical analyses, frequently overlooking the internal
interrelationships and overarching purpose of revelation. Islahi, in Tadabbur al-
Qur'an, critiques this limited perspective and encourages readers to consider the
coherence and continuity inherent in the Qur'anic text. For him, the Qur'an is not
merely a collection of discrete revelations, but a meticulously structured and
meaningful text that can only be fully understood when its parts are examined within
an interconnected framework.

1. Biography

Islahi was born in 1904° in the Indian town of Bamhur, located in the
Azamgarh region. He attended two local schools in the village for his early education.
His father, Hafiz Muhammad Murtada, was a modest landowner in the area. In 1915,
Islaht was admitted to Madrasah al-Islah in the third grade. This madrasa was situated
in a small settlement called Sara'i al-Mir, near Bamhur. During this time, Hamid
Uddin Farahi, who had been chosen as Islahi's advisor and mentor, was publicly
introduced in a speech at the Madrasah's first-batch calling ceremony for students.
Maulana 'Abdu’' al-Rahman Nigrami, a multi-talented scholar, was the most influential
instructor at the Madrasah during Islaht’s time there. Under Maulana Nigrami’s
guidance, Islaht developed a deep appreciation for Arabic literature. After graduating
from the Madrasah in 1922, Islahi entered the field of journalism. He became
affiliated with Sach, a newspaper edited by Maulana 'Abdu al-Majid Daryabadi, and
also worked as the editor of the Medina newspaper in Bijnawr at that time. When
Farahi invited Islahi to come and study the Qur'an with him in 1925, Islaht resigned
from his journalistic profession without hesitation for the opportunity to benefit from
the guidance of this noble scholar. ® He believed this was his chance to improve his
situation. As he had anticipated, Islaht spent five years with Farahi until his death in
1930. During this time, Islah1 was shaping his life, deepening his understanding of the
Qur'an, and learning from al-Marhum Farahi about the concept of direct engagement
with Allah's Book (the Qur'an).”

4 Saleem, Shehzad, Selections from Tadabbur al-Qur'an, (London: Dar al-Hekma, 2015), hal.
12-15.

SAbdul Rauf, 'Life and Works of Mawlana Amin Ahsan Islahi (1904-1997)', Pakistan Journal
of History and Culture, Vol. XXX, No.1, 2009, p. 184 https://www.researchgate. net/publication/
233868404 _Life_and_Works_of Mawlana_Amin_Ahsan_Islahi_1904-1997

®Muhammad Thamsir Rizani, 'HERMENEUTIKA AL-QUR’AN AL-FARAHI DAN
ISLAHI," Jurnal Tafsere 8, no. 1 (2020). https://journal.uin-alauddin.ac.id/  index.
php/tafsere/issue/view/125

"Islahi, Selections From The Tadabbur Al-Qur’an, p. 7.
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Aside from Tadabbur al-Qur'an, Islaht wrote several Urdu books on various

Islamic topics. Among them are the following:
Table. 1. List of works by Islahi (abridged)®

N Title
0 Urdu English
1 w485 Tazkiyah al-Nafs: Purification of the Soul
2 wsigehacass  (Hagigat al-Sirk wa al-Tauhid: The Essence of
Polytheism and Monotheism)
3 danl K ol (uases (Da’wah al-Din aur us ka Tarigah al-Kar: Islamic
,s  Message and the Mode of its Preaching)
4 ooei S 0sid el (Islami Qanun Ki Tadwin: Codification of Islamic
Law)
5 by el (ISlami Riyasat: The Islami State)
6 skeaas  (Hagigat al-Namaz: The Essence of the Prayer)
7 ssaseaas>  (Hagigat al-Tagwa: The Essence of Godliness)
8 wdd one cewlsy el (ISlami Riyasat mayn Fighi Ikhtilafat ka Hal: Solution
J- =lsesl  Of Juristic Differences in an Islamic State)
9 ol magske  (Mabadi Tadabbur al-Qur’an: Principles of
Understanding the Qur’an)
10 coa> muiole  (Mabadi Tadabbur al-Hadis: Principles of
Understanding the Hadith)
11 oluas  (Tangidat: A Collection of Critical Essays)
12 olewsys  (Taudhihat: A Collection of General Explanatory
Essays
13 el ¥lae  (Magalat al-Islaht: A Miscellaneuous Collection of
Avrticles)
14 o (Agsamu al-Qur’an: Oaths of the Qur’an)

Apart from the works mentioned above, Islaht also translated Farahi's remarks

on fourteen Surahs of the Qur'an, as well as his books from Arabic. These include:

81slahi, Selections From The Tadabbur Al-Qur’an, p. ix
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Table. 2 List of works translated by Islahi (abridged)’

No Title

Urdu English
1 zoddl 5 e 3 (Fi man hua al-Zabih: Which of Abraham’s son was
Sacrificed?)
2 Olall aludl (Agsamu al-Qur’an: Oaths of the Qur’an)

2. Manuscript Description of the Tafsir Book

a. Group I: Surah al-Fatihah (1) to Surah al-Ma'idah (5). Main Theme: Islamic Law.

b. Group II: Surah al-An'am (6) to Surah al-Tawbah (9). Main Theme: The
consequences of rejecting the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) for the
polytheists of Mecca.

c. Group III: Surah Yunus (10) to Surah al-Nur (24). Main Theme: The good news of
the Prophet Muhammad's dominance in Arabia.

d. Group IV: Surah al-Furqan (25) to Surah al-Ahzab (33). Main Theme: Arguments
in favor of Muhammad's Prophethood and the requirements of faith in him.

e. Group V: Surah Saba (34) to Surah al-Hujurat (49). Main Theme: Arguments in
favor of belief in Tawhid and the conditions of faith in this belief.

f. Group VI: Surah Qaf (50) to Surah al-Tahrim (66). Main Theme: Arguments in
favor of belief in the Akhirah and the conditions of faith in this belief.

g. Group VII: Surah al-Mulk (67) to Surah al-Nas (114)."° Main Theme: Warning
(LY /indhar) to the Quraysh about their destiny in this world and the Hereafter if
they deny the Prophet Muhammad (SAW).!!

3. Tafsir and Translation Manuscripts

Following knowledge of the form of the description of the manuscript of the
Islah1 commentary, the next discussion is to directly review the form of the
manuscript of Amin Ahsan Islaht's Selections from the Tadabbur al-Qur'an, in which
case the author raises one of the themes, namely The Bismillah Verse, as shown
below:

pe2SIT (50T T w2y

9 Islahi, Selections From The Tadabbur Al-Qur’an, p.x

Oysrar Ahmad Khan, Amin Ahsan Islahi: 'An Introduction to His Tafsir Methodology', The
American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences 25(4), 2008.
https://www.ajis.org/index.php/ajiss/article/view/410

Hisrar Ahmad Khan, Amin Ahsan Islahi: 'An Introduction..., p. 26-27.
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Translation:

“In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful '°.

a. Historical Status of Verse

A study of the Qur'an demonstrates that the notion addressed by this verse has
been mentioned in the revealed scriptures in some form or another since ancient
times. Perhaps this is the first time this concept has been expressed in such grandiose
terms as used in the Qur'an, yet what they represent is very close to human nature,
which is strongly understood by the Almighty, who also felt the need to express it at
the outset. Prophet Nuh (as) stated something similar when his disciples boarded the
ark, as recorded in QS Hud/11:41.

g

5 59aad 5 &) Beisad Lok Al oy L 152857 053
Translation:

“And [Noah] said, "Embark therein, in the name of Allah is its course and its
anchorage. Indeed, my Lord is Forgiving and Merciful. "

Likewise, Prophet Sulayman AS. begins his surah, addressed to the Queen of
Sheeba, with these blessed words, as quoted by QS al-Naml/27:30

3 a

02501 B30T T iy 4615 Gadlle (0 &)
Translation:

“Indeed, it is from Solomon, and indeed, it reads: 'In the name of Allah, the
Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful. ”'*

b. The Prayer Nature of Verse

The verse, like Surah al-Fatihah, is a prayer rather than an instructive
statement. It is a voice that comes from every righteous person's heart. It's difficult to
conceive a more perfect articulation of feeling in language so close to human nature.
When one deliberately recites this prayer before any part of a job or routine, they are
reminded that what they are about to accomplish must not go against the will of the
Almighty; rather, it must conform to the way of life that He has established. Also,

based on this prayer, they seek help from the two great attributes of God: 3317 (Ar-

Rahman) and ﬁ.p).ﬁ (Ar-Rahim). These two qualities bring blessings and assistance

2Kementerian Agama RI, Al- Qur’an Dan Terjemahannya (Jakarta: Sinergi Pustaka
Indonesia, 2012), p.10.

13Kementerian Agama RI, Al-Qur’an dan Terjemahannya.., p. 303.

14K ementerian Agama RI, Al-Qur’an dan Terjemahannya.., p.379
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from the Almighty: they are protected from the negative influences of wrongdoing
and receive strength and courage to complete their task. They are protected from
Satan's attacks, and their work benefits them in this world and pleases the Almighty in
the hereafter. Whatever is done in the absence of this prayer will undoubtedly fail to
harvest all of these advantages, as the Prophet is believed to have remarked.

The blessings of this verse manifest themselves in every routine it begins.
However, reciting this verse before reciting the Qur'an has other important aspects
that must be kept in mind.

First, when someone says @511 (23517 ;\JT @ before reciting the Qur'an,

they are adhering to the instructions revealed in the first revelation in QS al-
'Alag/96:1.

Fd
S

~o

Gl 11 25 0L 3T

Translation:

“Recite in the name of your Lord who created. "’

Second, these blessed words remind people that the greatest favor of the
Almighty upon them is that He has endowed them with the ability to speak, through
which they have become beneficiaries of this book. Rahman's trait, described in the
verse, speaks to this event. It is mentioned again in the Qur'an that it is an attribute of
the Almighty that caused Him to create man, give him the ability to speak, and, in
doing so, teach him the Qur'an:

¢ Gt aaley ot GI5 ¥ Gle3alT pley fasstt
Translation:

“(Allah) The Most Merciful. Who has taught the Qur'an? He created humans
and teach them how to speak. '

Third, Third, this verse proves the truth of the predictions in the holy books
that came before this one, which foretold that the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) would
come. According to this prediction, he would teach and instruct people in the name of
Allah: "I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brethren; I will
place My words in his mouth, and he will tell them all that I command him." If
someone does not heed the prophet's words in My name, I will personally hold him
accountable. (Deuteronomy / Ulangan 18:18)!7

5Kementerian Agama RI, Al-Qur’an dan Terjemahannya.., p. 904.
16K ementerian Agama R, Al-Qur’an dan Terjemahannya.., p. T73.

John Doe, Exploring the Old Testament Prophecies (New York: Academic Press, 2012) p.
112
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Fourth, just as the Qur'an is a manifestation of the attribute of mercy from the
Almighty, it is this attribute that helps one understand it. Difficult verses and passages
reveal their meaning to a reciter if he seeks the help of this quality. Additionally, he
will be protected through these words from the attacks of Satan while expounding the
meaning of the verses of the Qur'an and safeguarded from the evil suggestions of his
soul.

a. The Attributes of the Almighty in Verse

Three attributes of the Almighty are mentioned in the verse: & (4/lah), 35N
(Rahman), and s (Rahim). 1 will describe them briefly: 4 (Allah): The word
"Allah" 1s prefixed with the article "alif-lam" for the word "ilah." This name has
always been used for the Almighty, specifically as the Creator of the Universe and all
living things. The connotation of this word existed in pre-Islamic Arabic as well. The
Arabs practiced polytheism, but they never equated their gods with the Almighty.
They always acknowledged Him as the one and only Creator of the universe. They
worshiped other gods because they mistakenly believed these gods were close to God
and could intercede on their behalf. Their understanding is stated in detail in QS al-
Zumar/39:3. Three attributes of the Almighty are mentioned in the verse: &\ A/lah,
o2 5 rahman and aMrahim. T will describe them briefly, 44 A/lah: The word Allah
is prefixed with the surah alif-lam for the word “Vilah. This name has always been
used for the Almighty, specifically as the Creator of the Universe and all living things.
This word's connotation existed in pre-Islamic Arabic as well. The Arabs practiced
polytheism, but they never equated their gods with the Almighty. They always
acknowledged Him as the one and only Creator of the universe. They worshiped other
gods because they mistakenly believed these gods were close to God and could
intercede on their behalf.

Their understanding are stated in detail in QS al-Zumar/39: 3

Translation:

"we only worship them that they may bring us nearer to Allah in
position”...'

Furthermore, QS al-'Ankabut / 29: 61-63

18K ementerian Agama R, Al-Qur’an dan Terjemahannya..., p. 658.
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AT (05 o6 0T skl 5815 cua BT 55y (el ciatdl B8 43 il o5

bo U5 o e 197 frale 558 K, 0T 50 3055 <ol o 400 oL B30T 1l

T Gslaing ¥ aayET s B daadT U5 AT el sa 3 e 0T 4 a6 £l ST
Translation:

“If you asked them, "Who created the heavens and earth and subjected the sun
and the moon?" they would surely say, "Allah.” Then how are they deluded?
Allah extends provision for whom He wills His servants and restricts for him.
Indeed, Allah is, of all things, knowing. And if you asked them, "Who sends
down rain from the sky and gives life thereby to the earth after its
lifelessness?" they would surely say "Allah." Say, "Praise to Allah "; but most
of them do not reason. "’

Next, in the QS Yunus/10: 31, Allah says:

2= alT (oo (T 25 033 5amddlT 3T Sl A1 (23315 L2l (3 o85335 0 (U8

- > 2 - - 2 <z ’E’Aa e . P - wf’m
. 1’”:!;"‘“; ” . ?.:/ T ‘3. :‘ . ‘9:/“ ” ./ ..:I‘
[ranslation:

“Say (Muhammad), "Who provides for you from the heaven and the earth? Or
who controls hearing and sight and who brings the living out of the dead and
brings the dead out of the living, and who arranges [every| matter?" They will
say, "Allah," so say, "Then will you not fear Him?"?°

225 (Rahman) and a5 (Rahim): The noun Uea ) (Rahman) is in the intensive
form of o3& (Fa'lan), such as O\ X (Sakran) and (\3=e (Ghadban), while the noun
of 225 (Rahim) is the adjective form of J=d (Fa'il), such as ale (‘Alim) and ~ S
(Karim). The use of Arabic demonstrates that the form ¢ (Fa'lan) expresses strong
passion and fervor, while the form of Jel& (Fa'il) expresses steadiness and continuity.
In other words, the first portrays strength, while the second describes steadfastness in
God's mercy. A little thought reveals that the Almighty's mercy on His creation
possesses both of these attributes. Timelessness complements enthusiasm and
kindness. It is not that His ¢\ (Rahman) compels Him to create and then forgets to
nourish and preserve His creation. He takes good care of them and cares for them
because He is also the a0 (Rahim). He hears their call and acknowledges their pleas
whenever someone seeks His assistance. His blessings are also not restricted to this
world. Those who live their lives according to the path prescribed by Him will be

19 Kementerian Agama RI, Al- Qur’an dan Terjemahannya.., p. 568.

20 Kementerian Agama RI, Al- Qur’an dan Terjemahannya..., p. 285.

166 Jurnal Adabiyah Vol. 24 No. 2 (2024)



Mukhtar et.al Nazm al-Qur’an: Islahi’s Methodology and...

blessed with eternal life and joy. It must be recognized that all these aspects cannot be
understood without an integrated understanding of these attributes.?!

b. The Placement of this Verse in the Qur'an

The actual position of this verse in the Qur'an is a significant question. This
question arises because, despite being written at the beginning of each surah (except
Surah al-Tawbah/9) as an independent, stand-alone verse, it appears that nothing from
the surah is contained in the text of the surah except for Surah al-Naml/27. As a
result, scholars debate whether it is part of a specific surah or whether it was placed at
the beginning of the surah simply to invoke the Almighty's blessings. The readers
(Qurra') and jurists of Medina, Basrah, and Damascus believe that it is not part of any
surah, including Surah al-Fatihah, and that it is merely used to earn Allah's pleasure
and to divide the various surahs of the Qur'an. As a result, it distinguishes between
the numerous surahs of the Qur'an, and a reciter gains Allah's favor and blessings by
repeating it before reciting a specific surah. Imam Abu Hanifah shared this viewpoint.
Meccan and Kufan jurists, on the other hand, believe it is included in every chapter of
the Qur'an, including Surah al-Fatiha/1. Imam al-Shafi'i shares this viewpoint.??

This verse, according to Islahi's tutor, Imam Farahi, is part of Surah al-
Fatihah/1 and the beginning of other surahs of the Qur'an. I lean toward the viewpoint
of the Medina qari' regarding Islahi. The explanation for this Islamic choice is that it
was the Prophet Muhammad himself who ordered the arrangement of the Qur'an in
accordance with the Almighty's direction. As a result, this verse has likewise been
divinely placed by the Almighty. In the order of the Qur'an, no distinction is made in
the writing of this verse, whether it is in Surah al-Fatiha/1 or any other surah. In each
case, it stands apart in each surah as an independent verse.?’

4. Approach Analysis e.g. Semiotics, Hermeneutics or Semantics (example refers
to the text)

a. Method
1) Subjective and Objective Approach

In the author's study, it can be seen that before writing Tadabbur al-Qur'an, he
was motivated and influenced by the thoughts of his teacher, Hamid al-Din Farahi (d.
1930), an al-Qur'an scholar who held the view that the Qur'an has structural and
thematic nazm.**

2L Islahi, Selections From The Tadabbur Al-Qur’an.., p. 14-15.
22Rosihon Anwar, Ulumul Qur’an (Bandung: Pustaka Setia, 2000).
Zglahi, Selections From The Tadabbur Al-Qur’an, p. 15-16.

24Shaza Khalid, Qur’anic Exegesis and Thematic Coherence: Comparing the Approaches of
Amr Khalid and Amin Islahi,A Thesis Submitted to the University of Wales, Trinity Saint David In
Fulfilment of the Requirements for the Award of Master Degree, 2013
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Trisna Hafifuddin®’, in his research entitled Kesatuan Tematik dalam Surat-
Surat al-Qur’an; Analisis atas Pemikiran Amin Ahsan Islahi dalam Kitab Tadabbur
al-Qur’an (Thematic Unity in the Surahs of the Qur'an; Analysis of Amin Ahsan
Islaht's Thoughts in the Book of Tadabbur al-Qur'an), quoted Mustansir Mir?® from
his dissertation work entitled Coherence in the Qur'an; A Study of Islahi's Concept of
Nazm in Tadabbur al-Qur'an, stating in his introduction that Islahi's book Tadabbur
al-Qur'an 1s an attempt to introduce Western scholars to a major work of the 20th
century, namely an Urdu-language exegesis that marks a radical study of exegesis,
diverging from various traditional interpretations.*’

2) Direct and Indirect Approach

The point of the direct approach here is the Qur'anic approach.?® The writer
finds that Islahi, when searching for the meaning of the contents of the Qur'an,
directly examines the object of his research, namely the verses of the Qur'an. On the
other hand, the indirect approach involves studying the Qur'an in thorough
translations or through the works of existing scholars. To see an example of this
approach, readers can return to the discussion of the Bismillah Verse ( (a5l df aly
a5, specifically the 4th placement of this verse in the Qur'an:

The actual position of this verse in the Qur'an is a significant question. This
question arises because, despite being written at the beginning of each surah (except
Surah al-Taubah/9) as an independent/stand-alone verse, it appears that nothing from
the surah is contained in the text of the surah, except in Surah al-Naml/27. As a result,
academics debate whether it is part of a specific surah or whether it was written at the
beginning of the surah solely to ask for the Almighty's blessings. The readers and
jurists of Medina, Basrah, and Damascus believe that it is not part of any surah,
including Surah al-Fatihah, and that it is simply used to earn Allah's pleasure and to
separate the various surahs of the Qur'an. As a result, it distinguishes between the
numerous surahs of the Qur'an, and a reciter gains Allah's favor and blessings by
repeating it before reciting a specific surah. Imam Abu Hanifah shared this viewpoint.

PTrisna Hafifuddin was a female student of al-Qur’an and Tafsir Study Program at State
Islamic University of Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta, she wrote an undergraduate thesis in 2013.

ZMustansir Mir was a Student of Michigan University, Ann Arbor who wrote dissertation in
1983.

2"Mustansir Mir, Coherence in the Qur’an; A Study of Islahi’s Concept of Nazm in Tadabbur
al-Qur’an (Indianapolisa: American Trust Publications, 1986), p. 11.

Zpgilah Binti Samsudin, Shohanah Binte Mohammed Firdaus, Nur Syuhadah Aliah Binti Al
Hassan, “Amin Ahsan Islahi and Sayyid Qutb on Siirah as an Integrated Whole: A Brief
Methodological Comparison on the Tafsir of al-Ahzab,al-Ghafir and al-Tar,”, Al-Burhan: Journal Of
Qur'an And  Sunnah  Studies, 3(2), (2019) pp. 52-64 https://journals.iium.edu.my/al-
burhan/index.php/al-burhan/article/view/157/65
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Meccan and Kufan jurists, on the other hand, believe it is included in every
chapter of the Qur'an, including Surah al-Fatihah. Imam al-Shafi'i shares this
viewpoint. This verse, according to Islahi's tutor, Imam Farahi, is part of Surah al-
Fatihah/1 and the beginning of other surahs of the Qur'an. I prefer/incline to the
Medina gari’ viewpoint on Islahi. The explanation for the Islamic choice is that it was
the Prophet Muhammad himself who ordered the Qur'an in light of the Almighty's
direction. As a result, this verse has likewise been divinely placed (by the Almighty).
In the order of arrangement of the Qur'an, no distinction has been made in writing this
verse, whether it is the case of Surah al-Fatihah/1 or any other surah. In each case, it
stands apart in each surah as an independent verse.

From the preceding example, it can be concluded that Islahi, after delivering
meaning, directly presents the object of discussion, namely the verse of (3501 & aluy
a5l He then attempts to convey the differences of opinion among experts, both in
terms of law (such as the Imam Abu Hanifah school and the Imam al-Shafi'i school)
and great readings (such as Medina, Basrah, Damascus, Mecca, and Kufah). Only
then does Islahi conduct a critical and comparative analysis of the above opinions
before selecting one that matches his thoughts.

3) Holistic Approach

Before moving forward, the important point that the author wishes to convey
in this section is related to the existence of the Al-Qur'an among orientalists, who
believe that the Al-Qur'an is a book in which the descriptions in each surah are
chaotic, there are frequent repetitions, and even contradictions. Thus, as a
contemporary commentator, Islaht strives to persuade them that the Qur'an is a book
whose portions are interconnected and complement one another. In this example, al-
Qur'an scholars attempt to define a concept concerning the theme of the unity of the
Qur'an, one of which is the thematic unity in the Qur'an's surahs.?’

The author then recognizes its relationship with a holistic approach, defined as
one that discusses the object of inquiry as a whole. Furthermore, the Al-Qur'an is
viewed as a system in the sense that the portions of the Al-Qur'an, including verses
and surahs, have an inseparable relationship with one another.

In particular, Islahi introduces the concept of 'amud, surah pairs, and the
classification of surahs in the Qur'an. According to the idea of ‘amud, each surah
contains a primary theme that connects the many shayat. Islahi thinks that each surah
has a counterpart or twin that is directly next to it, based on the concept of surah
pairings. Islahi also classifies the surahs in the Qur'an into seven groups based on the
composition of the Makkiyah and Madaniyah surahs. Each group has an 'amud as in
each surah.

2Salwa M. S El-Awa, Textual Relations in the Qur’an, New York (New York: Routledge,
2006).

Jurnal Adabiyah Vol. 24 No. 2 (2024) 169



Nazm al-Qur’an: Islahi’s Methodology and... Mukhtar et.al

There is also Islaht's main foundation in strengthening his hypothesis
regarding the pair of surahs and the classification of the surahs into the seven groups
by arguing in QS al-Hijr/15: 87;

pualaa T ()12 38075 ELT Gy Ui G1GSIE 26T
Translation:

“And We have certainly given you, [O Muhammad], seven of the often
repeated [verses] and the great Qur'an.’’

The meaning of the verses that are read repeatedly is found in Surah al-
Fatihah, which consists of seven verses. Some commentators say that the seven
surahs are long, namely al-Baqgarah (2), ali-'Imran (3), al-Ma'idah (5), al-Nisa' (4), al-
A'raf (7), al-An'am (6), and al-Anfal (8) or al-Taubah (9). As for the Islamic
interpretation, it is indeed stated that we have given you seven groups of surahs that
are formed in pairs, namely the great Qur'an.’!

5. Interpretation Method Analysis (example refers to the text)

M. Quraish Shihab reveals the dilemma of the process of interpretation in The
Rules of Interpretation. He describes interpretation as an explanation of God's
intentions in His word according to human ability. The term "explanation" implies
that something is being offered as an explanation, as well as how to present that
explanation. Meanwhile, statements based on human ability suggest a diversity of
explanations and approaches, along with indications regarding depth, breadth,
shallowness, and limitations.

Commentators acknowledge that current or developed methods of
interpretation have both benefits and drawbacks. Each method can be used according
to the desired outcomes. From this point, the author examines Islaht's approach to
interpretation in his book Tafsir Selections from the Tadabbur al-Qur'an, which can be
seen as follows:

a. Method of Tahlily/Analysis

In this case, Islahi tries to explain the content of the verses of the Qur'an from
several aspects, following his views, tendencies, and desires to present them
coherently according to the order of the verses in the Mushaf: (1) explaining the
general meaning of the verse's vocabulary, (2) discussing the munasabah or the
relationship between the verse and the previous verse, (3) presenting Sabab al-Nuzul
(if any), (4) explaining the general content of the paragraph, (5) determining the legal

30Kementerian Agama RI, Al-Qur’an dan Terjemahannya, p. 361-362.

81Trisna Hafifuddin, Kesatuan Tematik Dalam Surah-Surah al-Qur’an; Analisis Atas
Pemikiran Amin Ahsan lsiahi Dalam Kitab Tadabbur al-Qur’an (Undergraduate Thesis, Universitas
Islam Negeri Sunan Kalijaga, 2013), p. XV.
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ruling that can be derived, in which case Islaht presents the various opinions of the
scholars of the madhhab, (6) describing the various qgira'at (readings), (7) sometimes
displaying the i'rab of the verses discussed, and (8) revealing the peculiarity of the
wording.

b. The Maudhu'i/Thematic Method

In his Tafsir Selections from the Tadabbur al-Qur'an, Islaht presents an
interpretation of the Qur'an that is directed at a particular theme. In this case, he
reveals that the existence of verses and surahs in the Qur'an have interrelated
meanings, as revealed by Imam Abu Ishaq Ibrahim bin Musa al-Syathiby (720-790
H). This scholar reminded us that a surah is a unified whole, where the ending is
related to the beginning, and vice versa, even though at first glance, the verses appear
to be talking about different things.>?

6. Critical Analysis or Comparison of Manuscripts

The researchers attempt to offer numerous works of interpretation in this area,
which are also arranged based on thematic unity in the surahs of the Qur'an or are
related to the study of coherence between parts of the Qur'an, known as the notion of
munasabah. Among the books that expressly address this subject are the following:

a. Amir Faishol Fath, the author of The Unity of al-Qur'an, presents a collection of
translations from Nazariyah al-Wihdah al-Qur'aniyah 'inda 'Ulama’ al-Muslimin
wa Dawruha fi Fikri al-Islam. In this book, the author explores the evidence for
the unity of the Qur'an before highlighting the viewpoints of ancient and modern
scholars on the subject. Amir Faishol noted in his prologue that one of the reasons
this issue is so significant is that many Muslims still treat the Qur'an partially,
reading its verses from a limited perspective without considering the content of the
verses preceding and following them. As a result, the conclusions reached tend to
run counter to the spirit of the Qur'an in general >

b. Hamid al-Din Farahi, the author of Exordium to Coherence in the Qur'an, presents
his preamble on the principle of nazm in the Qur'an. This book is a series of
translations into English by Tariq Mahmood Hashmi. Although it is a preamble,
the content discussed is quite dense. In addition to explaining coherence in the
Qur'an, it also addresses sources and methods of interpretation, such as history,
linguistics, events of revelation, ways of revelation, the main teachings in the
Qur'an, the names of surahs and their main themes, the structure of the Qur'an, and

32 M. Quraish Shihab, Kaidah Tafsir; Syarat, Ketentuan, dan Aturan Yang Patut Anda Ketahui
Dalam Memahami Ayat-Ayat al-Qur’an, 3rd Edition. (Tangerang: Lentera Hati, 2015), p. 387.

3Amir Faishol Fath, The Unity of Al-Qur’an, Terj. Nasiruddin Abbas (Jakarta: Pustaka al-
Kautsar, 2010), p. 2.
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so on. In other words, this research seeks to offer methods of interpreting the
Qur'an using the principle of coherence.**

c. Salwa M. S. el-Awa, the author of Textual Relations in the Qur'an, introduces a
new approach to reading and analyzing the Qur'an's texts. Specifically, by applying
linguistic theory to the theory of relevance and analyzing intricate relationships
within the Qur'an's surahs. This work discusses numerous themes, including a brief
history of previous attempts to address the coherence of the Qur'an, as well as an
introduction to the linguistic theory used in analyzing the Qur'an.*

d. Rahman Abdika compiled a thesis on Konsep Munasabah dalam Tafsir al-Asas fi
al-Tafsir; Studi atas Pemikiran Munasabah Sa’id Hawwa (The Munasabah
Concept in Tafsir al-Asas fi al-Tafsir; A Study of the Thoughts of Munasabah Sa'id
Hawwa).

The reasoning in the thesis emphasises Sa'id Hawwa's concept of munasabah.
This thesis discusses Sa'id Hawwa and his book al-Asas fi al-Tafsir, the notion of
munasabah from the perspective of ancient scholars, and an outline of the theory of
munasabah applied by Sa'id Hawwa in his work.

In this research, Rahman Abdika explains that in addition to disclosing
munasabah, Sa'idd Hawwa also presents the principle of thematic unity in the Qur'an.
Sa'id Hawwa then demonstrated and explained this unity by classifying the surahs in
the Qur'an according to the classifications presented by previous scholars: al-sab’ al-
tiwal, al-mi'un, al-masani, and al-mufassal.>®

Apart from the references mentioned above, the study of the unity of the
Qur'an, or coherence between parts of the Qur'an, is also discussed in the books of
'Ulum al-Qur'an, such as al-Itqan fi 'Ulum al-Qur'an (Imam al-Suyuthi), al-Burhan fi
'Ulum al-Qur'an (al-Zarqasyi), Mabahis fi 'Ulum al-Qur'an (Manna' al-Qattan), and
Ulumul Qur'an (Abdul Djalal).

Furthermore, it is vital to understand that this is related to the study of Amin
Ahsan Iglaht's character and thoughts. According to a statement, these investigations
were carried out by scholars based in Pakistan because Islaht's writings, in general,
particularly his commentary Tadabbur al-Qur'an, were written in Urdu. From here,
one can view the work of Pakistani intellectuals who have studied Islahi's thinking,
both Muslim and non-Muslim:

3*Hamid al-Din Farahi, Exordium to Coherence in the Qur’an, Terj. Tariq Mahmood Hashmi
(Lahore: al-Mawrid, 2008).

BEl-Awa, Textual Relations in the Qur’an, New York, p. i.

%Rahman Abdika, Konsep Munasabah Dalam Tafsir Al-Asas Fi al-Tafsir: Study on The
Thought of Munasabah Sa’id Hawwa”(Undergraduate Thesis of Ushuluddin Faculty, UIN Sunan
Kalijaga, 2006).
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Furthermore, it is vital to understand that it is related to the study of Amin
Ahsan Islaht's character and thoughts. According to a statement, these investigations
were carried out by scholars based in Pakistan because Islaht's writings in general,
particularly his commentary book Tadabbur al-Qur'an, were written in Urdu. From
here, one can view the work of Pakistani intellectuals who have studied Islahi
thinking, both Muslim and non-Muslim:*’

a. Mustansir Mir, wrote Coherence in the Qur’an: A Study of Islahi’s Concept of
Nazm in Tadabbur al-Qur’an

Mustansir Mir wrote Coherence in the Qur’an: A Study of Islahi’s Concept of
Nazm in Tadabbur al-Qur’an as part of his dissertation series at the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, in 1983. He stated in his preface that this work was Islaht's
attempt to introduce Western scholars to an important work of the twentieth century,
namely an Urdu interpretation, which signifies a radical reinterpretation of numerous
conventional interpretations.>® Mustansir Mir began his discussion by explaining the
history of nazm through the perspectives of Islahi and his teacher, Farahi, and then
analyzing some of the concepts they developed.®

b. Al-Hafiz Iftikhar Ahmad, wrote A/-Syaikh Amin Ahsan Islahi wa Manhajuhu fi
Tafsirihi: Tadabbur al-Qur'an, Punjab, Pakistan.*’

This essay examines the method utilized by Islaht in his commentary,
Tadabbur al-Qur'an. The study is more descriptive in nature, focusing on Islaht's life
history, education, works, and the methods and patterns found in Tadabbur al-Qur'an.

The study of unity and coherence in the Qur'an, as discussed in the works
above, offers a new perspective on understanding the relationship between parts of the
Qur'an, not only thematically but also structurally and linguistically. The emphasis on
the principle of nazm promoted by figures such as Hamid al-Din Farahi, Sa'id Hawwa,
and Amin Ahsan Islaht opens up space for a deeper understanding of how the Qur'an
is structured to create harmony of meaning between its surahs. This approach not only
leads to a more holistic interpretation but also contributes to a theory of tafsir based
on textual relevance and thematic unity. Further studies that combine linguistic
analysis and coherence theory in tafsir can serve as important references for future
research, especially in the context of a more contextual and dynamic understanding of
the Qur'an in the modern world.

S7TA. Mukti Ali, Alam Pikiran Islam Modern di India dan Pakistan (Bandung: Mizan, 1996).

®Mustansir Mir, Coherence in the Qur’an,; A Study of Islahi’s Concept of Nazm in Tadabbur
al-Qur’an, p. xi.

33 Abdika, Konsep Munasabah Dalam Tafsir Al-Asas Fi al-Tafsir., p. 12.

40Al-Hafiz Iftikhar Ahmad, Al-Syaikh Amin Ahsan lIsiahi Wa Manhajuhu Fi Tafsirihi:
Tadabbur al-Qur’an (Disertasi Qism Dirasat al-Islamiyah Baharlafur, 1996).
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E. Conlusion

Islaht's concept of thematic unity in the Qur'an emphasizes the interconnection
of each surah's verses, where every letter, except for Surah al-Fatihah and certain
letters, has a partner or twin. For example, Surah al-Falag and Surah al-Nas, both
seeking protection from Allah, are paired. Islahi classifies the Qur'anic surahs into
seven distinct groups, deviating from previous classifications that divided them into
four. This grouping, based on Makkiyah and Madaniyah surahs, connects each
surah's main theme with its individual verses, allowing a deeper understanding of
their relationships. Islaht draws this classification from Qur'anic verses, such as Surah
al-Hijr (15:87), and the observation that the universe itself is composed of pairs,
reflecting divine balance. To uncover the themes within the Qur'an, one must first
analyze the smaller themes of each surah. After carefully scrutinizing each verse, the
main theme can be derived. Once the main theme of a surah is established, it becomes
easier to understand how the surahs in a group share related aspects that converge to
form a unified theme. Islah1’s approach also involves considering the interaction with
the mukhatab (audience) to comprehend how the themes within each surah are linked.
This process enables a coherent understanding of the thematic connections across the
Qur'an’s diverse surahs.
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Appendix

The following figures were directly captured by the author through
screenshots from Selections from the Tadabbur al-Qur'an by Amin Ahsan Islahi,
translated into English by Shehzad Saleem, specifically from pages 11 to 16 of the
text.
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The Bismiillal Verse

Text and Irﬂ.‘l:l.':laui:-n
.._.:—_‘,.Il ._:-L-._?—_",.Il -:J_l .._.....J
In the name of -U.la.h the Most Gracious, the Ever Merciful

Hiztorical Statns of the Verse

A smdy of the Qwr'an reveals that since ancient times there
has always been a mention of the meanings encompassed by this
wverse In revealed scniptures in one form or another. It may be the
first timye that these meanimgs are framed in such a sublime
diction in the Chr'an, vet what they comvey is so close to human
nature that one strongly feels that the Almaighty must also have
revealed them in the very beginming. The Prophet Noah (sws),
when his followers were boarding the ark. said something guite
similar, as is mentioned in the Cwr'an:

{-'| ",'l.],,_._:—_‘._‘..:..n.n_ d_‘] |mLuf-LHJpﬂm|HFLL‘JI-JJ|,JL!j
And he sand: Embark therein! In the name of Allah wall 1f

sall and cast amchor. Indeed my Lord i1s Forgmiving and
Merciful. (11:41)

Similarly. the Prophet Selomom (sws) began his letter,
addreszsed to the CQueen of Sheeba, with these blessed words, as
is gquoted by the Choe-‘an:

I:'l"l- "i""."}..,_._?—.Jl 'L-J—JlﬂJJl:._..-l_-LJ..JL-_.m ..Jq.l

It is from Solomon and it [begins] in the name of .."-'!JJ.E]:L
the Most Gracious, the Ever Merciful. (27:300
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The Bizmilldh Verse 12
Frayer Wature of the Verss

The wverse 15 not an mmformative statement., and, hke Sirah
Fatihah, 15 actually a prayer. It is a voice which emanates from
the heart of every upnght person. A more beautifinl expressiomn of
emotions in words so akin to homan natare could not have been
mmagined. If a person consciously utters this prayver before amy
piece of work or routine, it makes him aware that what he is
about to undertake must not be against the Al ghiy’s likmg; on
the confrary, it must be in accordance with the way of Lfe
prescribed by Him. Alse. by virtue of this prayer. he seeks help
from two great attmibutes of God — “0ls )" (Rabman) and “.2=77.
(Rahlim). Both these attributes secure him the blessings and help
of the Almighty: he i1z protected from the ill-effects of his
undertaking and receives strength and courage to carry out his
task to complefion; he is shielded from the onslaunghts of Satan,
and ks work becomes beneficial for him in this world and a
means to please the Almighty in the Hereafter. Anything done
without this prayer certainly fails to reap all these blessings, as
the Prophet (sws) himself is reported to have said.

These blessings of the werse manifest themselves for every
routime that is imdtiated with it Howewer, readimg it before
reciting the Owr’an has certain other aspects also, which should
remain in mand. ) )

Firstly, when a person says ‘o o4 & 2" before
reciting the Jwur'din, he actually obeys the directive revealed in
the first revelation in the words:

- E_ @
=T

I a .
(G ER—— T '_,I-"I

(v:a%) G s

Fead in the name of your Lord. (9G:1)

Secondly. these blessed words remund man of the reality that
the greatest favour of the Almighty on human beings 1s that He
has blessed them with the faculty of speech becanse of which
they became the recipients of this Book. The atimbute Rahman
menticned in the wverse alludes to this fact. At another place 1n
the Jhwr'an, it is specified that it is this attmibute of the Almighty
which made Him create man grant him the ability to speak amd,
as a result, teach him the Cap-"an:
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The Bismillah Ferse

—— —————
(E—1: o0) o0 LUe ool B3 olaEl JIE ollS-Th

It is the Most Gracious who has taught the Cho-'an
[because] He created man and tanght him speech. (35:1-4)

Thirdly. this verse testifies to the veracity of a pred.iminn that
was made about the Prophet Muhammad (sws) found in PIeviouns
scniptares. According to this predichion. he would teach and
mnstruct people In the name of Allah:

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their brothers: T will put My words in his
mouth, and he will tell them everything I command
him . If anyone does not listen to MMy words that the
prophet speaks in My mame I noyself will call haim
to account. (Deuterononwy, 18:18)

Fourthly, just as the Owr’an is the manifestation of the
attmbute Rabman of the Almighty. it 1z this very attmbute which
helps a person in understanding it. Difficult verses and passages
unfold their meamng to a reciter if he seeks help from this
attribute. Also. he would be protected through these words from
the mcursions of Satan while deciphering the meanings of the
O "amic verses and be shielded from various evil suggestions of
hiz owmn sonl.

Atiributes of the Almishity in the Verse

TJ:Lree al:tnl:uutes of the Almighty are mentionsd m the wverse:
“all? CAllah), T (Rahman) and ° ,_.,__, " {Rakim}. I shall bnefly
explain I‘.h.E']II.

“li” (Allak): The word Allah is made by prefixing the article
alif-lam to the word "4 (Ilahk}. From the earliest imes, this name
has always been used for the Almighty specifically as the
Creator of the Universe and of every living being This
connotation of the word also existed im pre-Islanmec times in
Arabia. The people of Arabia practiced polytheism vyet they
never equated amy of thewr deities with the Almighty They
abways acknowledged Him as the sole Creator of this world.
They worshipped other deifies only because they wrongly
believed that these deities were close to God and could mtercede
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The Bismilldh Ferze

for them. Their views are stated in detail in the Chwr'an:

(rova)y 5 e _,_.Jl_?- LRIRT L
We worship them only that t]:I.E'}-'-]II.ﬂ.}-' brng us nearer to
God. (39:3)

T T - ST ;
J.L;Jlj __J...._..'.'.J _.."-".1""_'3 .'a_,IJI_, -\_'-I-L,-_.....Jl _\_i_.L?— e ..,_.i_.JL..-- ,.J_:.

N

J.J..nL_gn_‘ﬁl...JE-___’,..-r_l....u. ._-J._,J_.,_l'jz......_ml ;.J-f-dj: I-.-l_'llﬂ.lJI JJ__.I

L,w—u ;L,- R ;,. u__r ,_,-‘ "_E_JI___F_ g :-;J-ﬁ 1,1_

(Y= sva) Al 1_,,':._9 Leier ans e Lt w
And if yvou ask them: Who has created the heavens and
the earth and subjected the sun and the moon [to His
law]T They will reply: Allah How are they then deluded
away [from the truth]. It 1= Allah whe gives abundanthy
to whom He pleases and gives sparingly [to whom He
pleases]. Allah has knowledge of all things. If yvou ask
them: Whe is it that sent down-ran from the clouds and
therewith revived the earth after it became dead They
will say: Allah_ (29:61-3)

__,P“_fl _.;.L.i'njl_, l_,-_.....Jl ".lJ.-_l __J..d-l ﬂJLI- r_L-.......ll ..! ..,i.!_l_}: _J.nl '.5
o i R v \.r’ﬂ' :;,r" ~—‘—r'J' =) = :;r* f“ﬂ' =

(Y=Y ) DaE WG| H S Rl
Ask them: Who is it that sustains vou from the sky and
the earth, or who is it that has power over your he-arl.m!
and sight and who bnngs forth the living from the dead
and the dead from the hiving and who directs all affairs?
They will say: Allah Then ask: Are you not afraid of
Him? (10:31)

ol (Rahman) and ‘=" I:.Rﬂ.i'ﬂm:l The noum
(Rahman) is in the intensive form of “owas” (fa“lan), (eg: ©

Eogs B =

4

.J"""\-....d

(Sakran) and “o\l=E" (Gadban)), while the noun ‘._._:—J (Rexbiim):
ls an adjective of the form ° o~ (fa il (eg: “w™ (4Alim) and
" karim)). A look at the usage of the Arabic lamguage shows
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that the form ‘ows” (fa‘lan) expresses great fervemcy and
enthusiasm, while the form ° a3 {fa 7} expresses steadiness and
perpemity. In other words, the first depicts vigour and the secomd
constancy m God’s mercy. A Lttle deliberation shows that the
Almighty’s mercy on His creatiom possesses both these
charactenistics. The enthmnsiasm and warmth i1z complemented by
permanence. It is not that His atimbute of “ols" (Rahmidan)
induced Him to create, and He later forgot to foster and sustain
His creation Indeed, He is nourishing and taking proper care of
them because He is ‘=" (Rakim) as well. Whenever a person
invokes His help, He hears his calls and accepts his prayers.
Also, His blessings are not confined to this world only. Those
who lead their lives according to the path prescnbed by Him,
shall be blessed with eternal life and joy. It must be conceded
that all these aspects cannot be comprehended without an
mtegrated understanding of these atimibutes.

Placement of thiz Versze in the Qur'an

Amn important gquestion which arises regarding this werse 1s its
real place in the Cwr’an. This question arises becanse of the fact
that thongh it is written in the beminning of every sirah (except
Sirah Tawbah) as an mdependent verse, yet apparently in none
of the siirahs except Sarah Naml is it included in the text of the
sitrah. For this wery reason, there 1z a difference of opimion
among scholars on whether it is part of some parficular siirah or
whether it iz wrnitten at the beginning of a sirah merely to invoke
the blessimgs of the Almighty. The opinien of the readers
(Qurra ™y and junsts of Madinah, Basrah and Damascus 1s that it
is not part of any siimeh meclading Stimah Faifhah and it is merely
a means to obtain the blessings of Allah and serves to separate
the wvarious siimahs of the Cwr'an. As such it differentiates
between varnious sianghs of the Ow-'an and a reciter eams the
favours and blessings of Allah by reading it before reciting a
particular sivrah. Imnam A kit Hartfah also holds this view.

Om the other hand the Makkan and Eufan jursts believe that
it is part of every sivrah of the Jwr’an mchading Sirah Famdhah.
Imam Shafi T also subscribes to this view.

In the opmicn of nay mentor, Imam Farahi, this verse is part
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