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Abstract

This article discusses the book of Sunan Ibn Majah as a classic literature which has an
important role in tracing the hadiss of the Prophet Muhammad. This article will focus on
two main discussions, namely, the biography of Ibn Majah as the author and an overview
of the book Sunan Ibn Majah. Therefore, it is necessary to explain this matter so as to get
a general picture related to Sunan Ibn Majah by conducting historical studies based on
literature studies. So it can be concluded that Sunan Ibn Majah written by Ibn Majah al-
Qazwaini was a scholar who was diligent in studying knowledge by making visits to
various regions. His momental work is Sunan Ibn Majah which is a book that collects the
hadiss of the Prophet Muhammad. Differences in perception occur among scholars on
the aspect of the quality of hadis and the quantity of hadis contained in Sunan Ibn Majah.

Keywords: Sunan Ibn Majah; Kutub al-Sittah; Rating
Abstrak

Artikel ini membahas tentang kitab Sunan Ibn Majah sebagai sebuah literatur klasil yang
memiliki peran penting dalam pelacakan terhadap hadis-hadis Nabi Muhammad saw.
Artikel ini akan berfokus pada dua bahasan utama yaitu, Biografi Ibn Majah selaku
penulis dan gambaran umum kitab Sunan Ibn Majah. Oleh karena itu, perlu kiranya
memaparkan hal tersebut agar mendapatkan gambaran umum terkait dengan Sunan Ibn
Majah dengan melakukan telaah historis berdasarkan kajian kepustakaan. Maka dapat
disimpulkan bahwa Sunan Ibn Majah yang ditulis oleh Ibn Majah al-Qazwaini adalah
seorang ulama yang tekun dalam menuntut ilmu dengan melakukan lawatan ke
berbagai wilayah. Karya momentalnya adalah Sunan Ibn Majah yang merupakan kitab
yang menghimpun hadis-hadis Nabi Muhammad saw., Perbedaan persepsi terjadi di
kalangan ulama pada aspek kualitas hadis dan kuantitas hadis yang termuat dalam
Sunan Ibn Majah.
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Biography of Sunan Ibn Mdjah's Author

His full name is al-Hafiz al-Kabir al-Hujjah al-Mufassir Abu 'Abdullah Muhammad
ibn Yazid Ibn Majah al-Raba'l al-Qazwaini who wrote al-Sunan, al-Tarikh and al-Tafsir.!
Majah is the laqab of Yazid as 'Abd al-Karim al-Rafi'1 stated in his book "Akhbar Qazwain",
as did Abi al-Hasan al-Qattan, as did Abu Ya'la al-Khalili.? Aba Ya'la al-Khalili is of the opinion
that al-Raba'l is attributed to the Rabi'ah tribe.® Qazwain is the name of a region in Persia
near the city of Tehran, Iran.* Aba 'Abdullah Ibn Majah was born in 209 AH, ° as stated by
Abu al-Fadl Muhammad ibn Tahir al-Maqdisi quoted in Ja'far ibn Idris al-Qazwaini, a
companion of Ibn Majah.®

Abu 'Abdullah Ibn Majah was not the only one from the family of Yazid known as
Majah who went out to pursue knowledge. In fact, some of Yazid's sons were considered
knowledgeable and fagih, some of whom were mentioned by Ja'far ibn Idris al-Qazwaini, a
companion of Ibn Majah. Ibn Majah's brothers were Abu Bakr and Abu 'Abdullah.” al-Khatib
al-Bagdadi also mentioned that he had a brother named Abi Muhammad al-Hasan b. Yazid,®
al-Rafi'i opined about him that he was min sigat al-syuyukh,® and the latter had a son named
Abu al-Hasan Ahmad, as mentioned by Hamzah b. Yisuf al-Suhami and al-Rafi'.!° Yazid also
had grandsons named Muhammad b. Hamzah b. al-Hasan and 'Ali b. Ahmad b. al-Hasan, as
mentioned by al-Rafi'l.!! But among those who were famous for their scholarship was Abu
'Abdullah Muhammad b. Yazid. Ja'far ibn Idris who was a companion of Ibn Majah said that

1 Syams al-Din Abi ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin ‘Usman bin Qaimaz al-Zahabi, Siyar
A‘lam al-Nubala’, Juz 13 (2nd print; t.t.: Muassasah al-Risalah, 1405 H/1985 M), p. 277.

2‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim Abu al-Qasim al-Rafi‘Tal-Qazwaini, al-
Tadwin fiAkhbar Qazwain, Juz 2 (t.t.: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyah, 1408 H/1987 M), p. 49.

3 Abt al-‘Abbas Syams al-Din Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin Abi Bakr Ibn Khalkan
al-Barmakkial-Irbili, Wafayat al-A‘'yan wa Anba’a Abna’ al-Zaman, Juz 4 (1st printing; Beirut: Dar
Sadr, 1971), p. 275. Syams al-Din Abt ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin ‘Usman bin Qaimaz al-
Zahabi, Siyar Alam al-Nubald’, Juz 13, p. 278.

4Syu‘aib al-Arnatt, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah (1st printing; t.t.: Dar al-Risalah al-
‘A<lamiyyah, 1430 H/2009 M), p. 7-8.

5 ‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim Abu al-Qasim al-Rafi‘Tal-Qazwaini, al-
Tadwin fiAkhbadr Qazwain, Juz 2, p. 50. Syams al-Din Abl ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin
‘Usman bin Qaimaz al-Zahabi, Siyar Alam al-Nubal@’, Juz 13, p. 277. Abu al-‘Abbas Syams al-Din
Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin AbiBakr Ibn Khalkan al-Barmakkial-Irbili, Wafaydt al-A’ydn
wa Anba’a Abna’ al-Zaman, Juz 4, p. 279.

6 Yasuf bin ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Yasuf Abi al-Hajjaj Jamal al-Din Ibn al-ZakkiAbiMuhammad
al-Qada‘1al-Kalbial-Mizzi, Tahzib al-Kamal fi Asma’ al-Rijal, Juz 27 (1st printing; Beirut: Muassasah al-
Risalah, 1400 H/1980 M), p. 41.

7 Syu‘aib al-Arnaiit, et.al, Muqaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 7-9.

8 Abti Bakr Ahmad bin ‘Alibin S|abit bin Ahmad bin Mahdial-Khatib al-Bagdadi, Tarikh
Bagdad, Juz 7 (1st printing; Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘llmiyyah, 1417 H), p. 453.

9 ‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim Abu al-Qasim al-Rafi‘1 al-Qazwaini, al-
Tadwin fiAkhbar Qazwain, Juz 2, p. 439.

10 Abii al-Qasim Hamzah bin Yisuf bin Ibrahim al-Suhamial-Qurasyial-Jurjani, Tarikh Jurjan
(1st printingV; Beirut: ‘Alim al-Kitab, 1407 H/1987 M), p. 108. ‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin
‘Abd al-Karim Abu al-Qasim al-Rafi‘tal-Qazwaini, al-Tadwin fiAkhbar Qazwain, Juz 2, p. 157.

11‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim Abu al-Qasim al-Rafi‘Tal-Qazwaini, al-
Tadwin fiAkhbar Qazwain, Juz 2, p. 274.
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Ibn Majah's son named 'Abdullah that his father was constantly thinking about his death. .12

Ibn Majah was a multiliterate scholar; he was a hadith scholar and critic, hafiz, as al-
Zahabl put it."® He had extensive knowledge in the fields of tafsir and history. He has many
works in science so that it benefits many knowledge seekers. This is a natural thing because
the fruit of his diligence and patience in studying and the strength of his memorization, he
overcame all obstacles in studying. .1* He studied with scholars in Qazwain such as 'Ali bin
Muhammad al-Tanafisi al-Kifi al-Qazwaini, 'Amr bin Rafi' al-Bajali al-Razi al-Qazwaini and
Isma'll bin Taubah al-Saqafil al-Qazwainl. However, he decided to leave Qazwain and
traveled to distant countries and cities in order to seek knowledge from scholars. He went
to Ray and studied with al-Hafiz Muhammad b. Humaid al-Razi, then to Naisabir and
studied with al-Hafiz Muhammad b. Yahya al-Zuhri, then to Iraq and studied with Ab1 Bakr
b. Ab1 Shibah and 'Uthman b. Abi Shibah, Ahmad Ibn 'Abdah and Zuhair b. Harb, then to
Sham and studied with Hisham b. 'Ammar, Muhammad ibn Musaffa and Duhaim, then
traveled to Egypt and met Abu Tahir ibn al-Sarh, Muhammad ibn Rumh and Yiinus ibn 'Abd
al-A'la, then traveled to the Hijaz and studied with Ibn Abi 'Umar and Abl Marwan al-
'Uthmani in Mecca and Ibrahim ibn al-Munzir al-Hizami and Abi Mus'ab al-Zuhri in
Medina.t®

During his studies, he met with scholars of jurisprudence, such as Harmalah ibn
Yahya al-Tujaibi, al-Rab1' ibn Sulaiman al-Muradi who was a companion of Imam al-Syafi'i
and he also met Yinus ibn 'Abd al-A'la al-Faqih al-Maliki who was also his teacher in Qira'at,
He also met Nafi' ibn 'Abd al-Rahman and Hamzah ibn Habib al-Ziyat, both of whom
belonged to gira'ah al-sab'ah. He also met another gira'at scholar, 'Abdullah ibn Ahmad ibn
Bashir ibn Zakwan, who was one of the strongest holders of Ibn 'Amir al-Dimashqi's gira'at,
which also belongs to the gira'ah al-sab'ah. ®

His teachers included; '’ a) Al-Imam al-Hafiz Rawiyat al-Islam Aba Bakr Muhammad
bin Basysyar bin 'Uthman al-Basri Bundar;b) Al-Imam al-Hafiz al-Nazir Abu Bakr 'Abdullah
b. Muhammad b. Abi Shibah al-'Absi al-Kiifi; ¢) Al-Hafiz Abia Kuraib Muhammad b. al-A'la b.
Kuraib al-Hamdani al-Kifi; d) Al-Hafiz al-Hujjah Muhammad b. 'Abdullah b. Numair Abu
'Abd al-Rahman al-Hamdani al-Kharift al-Kiff; e) Al-Imam al-Hafiz al-Bari' Imam Ahl al-
Hadith bi Khurasan Abi 'Abdullah Muhammad bin Yahya bin 'Abdullah bin Khalid bin Faris
al-Z|uhl1 al-Naisaburi; f) Al-Imam al-Hafiz al-Mutqin Abu al-Hasan 'Ali b. Muhammad al-
Tanafis1 al-Kufi; g) Al-Imam al-Hafiz al-Qadi al-Faqih Abt Sa'id 'Abd al-Rahman b. Ibrahim

12 Syu‘aib al-Arnait, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 10.

13 Syams al-Din Abi ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin ‘Usman bin Qaimaz al-Zahabi,
Siyar A'lam al-Nubald’, Juz 13, p. 277.

14 Syu‘aib al-Arnaiit, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 10.

15 Abii al-Qasim ‘Alibin al-Hasan bin Hibatillah Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh Damsyiq, Juz 56 (t.t.: Dar
al-Fikr li al-Taba‘ah al-Nasyr wa al-Tauzi’, 1415 H/1995 M), p. 271. Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Ganibin
AbiBakr bin Syuja‘ Abi Bakr Mu‘in al-Din Ibn Nuqtah al-Hanbalial-Bagdadi, al-Taqyid li Ma'rifah
Ruwadh al-Sunan wa al-Masanid (1st printing; t.t.: Dar al-Kutub al-‘[lmiyyah, 1408 H/1988 M), p. 119-
121. ‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim Abi al-Qasim al-Rafi‘lal-Qazwaini, al-Tadwin
fiAkhbar Qazwain, Juz 2, p. 49-50.

16 Syu‘aib al-Arnatt, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Mdjah, p. 11-12.

17 Syu‘aib al-Arnaiit, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 14-17.
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b. 'Amr b. Maimin al-Dimasyqi; h) Al-Imam al-Muhaddi$ Muhammad bin al-Sabbah bin
Sufyan Abii Ja'far al-Jarjara'i Maula 'Umar bin 'Abd al-'Aziz; i) Al-Hafiz al-Sabt Abu 'Abdul
lah Muhammad bin Rumh bin Muhajir bin Mahrar al-Tujib1 al-Misr7; j) Al-Imam al-Hafiz al-
Mugqri Abii al-Walid Hishyam b. '"Ammar b. Nusair Ibn Maisarah al-Sulami al-Dimasyqi.

His students included; *a) Hafiz Aba Hasan 'Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Salamah ibn Bahr
al-Qattan al-Qazwaini, a narrator whose traditions are well known in "al-Sunan”, was born
in 254 A.H. Abi Ya'la said about him that he was an expert in tafsir, nahwu, language and
figh. He died in 345 AH; b) Abt 'Abdullah Ahmad ibn Ibrahim al-Khalil al-Khalili, who was
the grandfather of Abii Ya'la al-Khalilj, al-Khalili said from his grandfather that in Qazwain [
heard from Abu 'Abdullah Ibn Majah and mentioned that he had heard traditions in the
regions of Nahawand and Hamazan from a number of narrators; ¢) Abii Dawud Sulaiman
ibn Yazid ibn Sulaiman al-Fami al-Qazwaini. al-Khalili said that he had traveled to Ray, Iraq,
Mecca and San'a’ and died in 339 AH; d) Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn 'Tsa al-Muttwwi'T al-
Abhari;*° €) Abu Bakr Hamid ibn Lisawiyyah al-Abharl.

Abi Ya'la al-Khalili said that Ibn Majah was the author of al-Sunan, al-Tafsir, and al-
Tarikh, and that he was knowledgeable about them.?° This is also Ibn Kaithir's opinion about
him, as well as al-Hafiz al-Zahabi's opinion in his book "al-Mizan". al-Hafiz Shams al-Din al-
Dawdi said that Ibn Majah had knowledge of this.?* Ibn Majah's tafseer has not been found
to date; it is suspected to have been lost along with other books during the reign of Timur
Lenk in 853 AH in Damascus. This is based on the words of al-Zahabi (d. 748 AH) and Ibn
Kasir (d. 774 AH) that they had seen the book then never saw it again afterwards and it is

also mentioned in Ibn Hajar's "Mu'jam" (d. 852 AH) briefly mentioned in its index but after
that it is not mentioned again. ??

Abu Ya'la al-Khalili has mentioned him,??® and Ibn Thahir al-Maqdisi said I have seen
him in Qazwain writing a book of tarikh narrating the biographies and journeys of the hadith
narrators from the time of the Companions to his time.?* Similarly, Rafi'T in his book "Akhbar
al-Qazwain" repeatedly quoted from him.?® Ibn Khalkan considered this book to be an
excellent book. Ibn Kaithir said that the book is complete from the time of the Companions
to the time of Ibn Majah.?®

18 Syu‘aib al-Arnatt, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 17-18.

19 ‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim Abu al-Qasim al-Rafi‘tal-Qazwaini, al-
Tadwin fiAkhbar Qazwain, Juz 2, p. 50.

20 Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Ganibin AbiBakr bin Syuja‘ Abii Bakr Mu‘in al-Din Ibn Nuqtah al-
Hanbalial-Bagdadi, al-Taqyid li Ma‘rifah Ruwah al-Sunan wa al-Masdnid, p. 119-121.

21 Syu‘aib al-Arnatt, et.al, Muqaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 20.

22 Muhammad bin ‘Ali bin Ahmad Syams al-Din al-Dawiudial-Maliki, Tabaqat al-Mufassirin li
al-Dawiidi, Juz 2 (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘[lmiyyah, t.tp.), p. 273-274.

23 Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Ganibin Abi Bakr bin Syuja * Abii Bakr Mu‘in al-Din Ibn Nuqtah al-
Hanbalial-Bagdadsi, al-Taqyid li Ma‘rifah Ruwah al-Sunan wa al-Masanid, p. 119-121.

24 Syu‘aib al-Arnatt, et.al, Mugqaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 21.

25 Abii al-‘Abbas Syams al-Din Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin AbiBakr Ibn Khalkan
al-Barmakkial-Irbili, Wafayat al-A’ydn wa Anba’a Abna’ al-Zaman, Juz 4, p. 279.

26 Syu‘aib al-Arnatt, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 21.
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Abt Ya'la al-Khalili judged him to be Sigah kabirun muttafaqun alaih muhtajjun bihi,
lahu ma'rifatun bi al-hadith wa hifzun. He traveled to Iraq, Mecca, Sham, Egypt and Ray to
narrate traditions.?” 'Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad al-Rafi'l rated him imam min a'immah
al-muslimin, kabirun mutqin, maqgbul bi al-ittifaq.?® Ibn Khalkan rated him al-hafiz al-
masyhur, imaman fi al-hadith, 'arifan bi 'ulumuhu wa jami' ma yata'allaqu bihi?° Ibn
Shirwaih in his book "Tarikh Hamzan" rated him a'yan al-a'immah min ahl qazwain.*® Ibn
al-Athir rated him 'agilan imaman 'aliman.?* Ibn 'Abd al-Hadi rated him Abua 'Abdullah al-
Qazwaini al-hdfiz al-kabir al-mufassir.®? al-Zahabi rated him al-hafiz al-kabir al-hujjah al-
mufassir, hafiz qazwain fi ‘asruhu, he also said that Ibn Majah hafizan naqidan sadiqan, wasi’
al-'ilm.*

There are no sources explaining the school of jurisprudence adopted by Abu
'‘Abdullah Ibn Majah al-Qazwaini, but it is most likely that he was raised in the Shafi't school
of jurisprudence as was the common school of thought of most people in his region at that
time. This is confirmed by the statement of al-Imam al-Rafi'1 al-Faqth al-Syafi'1 in his book
"al-Tadwin fi Akhbar Qazwain" who attributed his narration to Ibn Majah.3*

Muhammad ibn Thahir al-Maqdisi said I saw him in Qazwain - that is, Ibn Majah -
writing about the history and biography of the journey of hadith narrators from the time of
the Companions to his time, At the end, Ja'far ibn Idris, who was a companion of Ibn Majah,
wrote that Abl 'Abdullah Muhammad Ibn Yazid Ibn Majah, as it is known, was born on a
Monday and buried on a Tuesday at the end of Ramadan in 273 AH, at the age of 64. His
brother Abli Bakr prayed for him, as did his two brothers and his son who took care of his
burial.*®

An Overview of Sunan Ibn Majah

Sunan Ibn Majah is Ibn Majah's most famous monumental work, and it is through
this book that he became known as a hadith scholar. In general, it can be described that
Sunan Ibn Majah is divided into several sections, and each section is further divided into

27Yusuf bin ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Yusuf Abii al-Hajjaj Jamal al-Din Ibn al-ZakkiAbiMuhammad
al-Qad}a‘ial-Kalbial-Mizzi, Tahzib al-Kamal fi Asma’ al-Rijal, Juz 27, p. 41. Syams al-Din Abii ‘Abdullah
Muhammad bin Ahmad bin ‘Usman bin Qaimaz al-Zahabi, Siyar A'lam al-Nubalad’, Juz 13, p. 279.

28 ‘Abd al-Karim bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim Abu al-Qasim al-Rafi‘1al-Qazwaini, al-
Tadwin fiAkhbar Qazwain, Juz 2, p. 49.

29 Abi al-‘Abbas Syams al-Din Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Ibrahim bin Abi Bakr Ibn Khalkan
al-Barmakkial-Irbili, Wafayat al-A'yan wa Anba’a Abna’ al-Zaman, Juz 4, p. 279.

30 Syihab al-Din Abt ‘Abdullah Yaqut bin ‘Abdullah al-Rimial-Humawi, Mu jam al-Buldan, Juz
4 (1st printingl; Beirut: Dar S{adr, 1995), p. 344.

31 Abii al-Hasan ‘Alibin Abial-Karam Muhammad bin Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim bin ‘Abd
al-Wahid al-Syaibanial-Jazari‘lzz al-Din Ibn al-Asir, al-Kamil fial-Tarikh, Juz 6 (1st printing; Beirut:
Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1417 H/1997 M), p. 443.

32 Syu‘aib al-Arnatt, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 22.

33 Syams al-Din Aba ‘Abdullah Muhammad bin Ahmad bin ‘Usman bin Qaimaz al-Zahabi,
Siyar A'lam al-Nubald’, Juz 13, p. 277-278.

34 Syu‘aib al-Arnait, etal, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 23. ‘Abd al-Karim bin
Muhammad bin ‘Abd al-Karim Abi al-Qasim al-Rafi‘1al-Qazwaini, al-Tadwin fiAkhbar Qazwain, Juz 2,
p. 50.

35 Syu‘aib al-Arnait, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Majah, p. 24.
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chapters. al-Zahabt argues that Sunan Ibn Majah contains 4000 traditions divided into 32
sections and 1500 chapters. A similar calculation was made by Abu al-Hasan al-Qatthan.®
He mentions 4341 traditions in the book, 3002 of which are also found in al-Kutub al-
Khamsah, while 1339 are additional. Sunan Ibn Majah is organized according to the
systematic arrangement of figh books, consisting of a preamble and 37 books, covering
1545 chapters.®” Another explanation is that the traditions contained in Sunan Ibn Majah
total 4341 traditions, consisting of mugaddimah, 37 books and 1502 chapters.® As for the
results of the author's study that the book Sunan Ibn Majah published by Dar al-Risalah al-
'Alamiyyah in the first printing in 1430 AH/2009 AD which is arranged in 5 juz / volume
there are 4341 traditions consisting of 39 books 39 and 1388 traditions.*°

Abt al-'Abbas Shihab al-Din al-BusirT in his book "Misbah al-Zujajah fi Zawa'id Ibn
Majah" has explained that the zawaid traditions in Sunan Ibn Majah are sahih, hasan, daif,
and maudu'. This work clearly shows the weakness of al-Mizzi's opinion. The book Misbah
al-Zujajah states that the zawaid traditions number 1559.*° Muhammad Fuad Abdul Bagi in
his research on Ibn Majah's zawaid traditions states that the number is 1339 with the details
of 428 sahih traditions, 199 hasan traditions, 613 daif traditions, very weak and munkar
traditions totaling 99 and those found in al-kutub al-khamsah totaling 3002 traditions.**

According to Shaykh Su'aib al-Arnaut there are 1213. 98 traditions are sahih in
sanad, 113 traditions are sahih because of the presence of mutaba'ah, 219 traditions are
sahih because of the presence of sawahid, 58 traditions are hasan in sanad, 42 traditions are
hasan because of the presence of mutaba'ah, 65 traditions are hasan because of the presence
of sawahid, 6 traditions may be recognized as hasan (muhtamalah lit tahsin), 7 traditions
were reported by Ibn Majah as marfu' but we have ruled them as mauquf traditions; 4
mursal traditions; 384 daif traditions; 184 da'if jiddan (very weak) traditions; 1 shaz
tradition; 21 munkar and maudu' traditions; 11 traditions we have not been able to
determine the ruling of. Based on these details he concludes that the number of sahih and
hasan traditions either li zatih or li ghairih is approximately 600.%2

Looking at the number of traditions compiled by Ibn Majah himself, it is obvious that
he did not sort out the criteria for the quality of the traditions included in his Sunan. In fact,

36 Muhammad Misbabh, dkk, Studi Kitab Hadis: Dari Muwaththa’ hingga Mustadrak al-Hakim
(1st printing; Malang: Ahlimedia Press, 2020), p. 75.

37 Achamd Lubabul Chadziq, “Telaah Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah”, Miyah: Jurnal Studi Islam 16,
no. 1 (Januari, 2020): p. 204. https://ejournal.inkafa.ac.id/index.php/miyah /article/view/248

38 Nurkhalijah Siregar, “Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah (Biografi, Sistematika dan Penilaian Ulama)”,
Hikmah 16, no. 2 (2019): p. 61. https://e-jurnal.staisumatera-medan.ac.id/index.php/hikmah
article/view/47

39 Abt ‘Abdulah Muhammad bin Yazid al-Qazwainilbn Majah, Sunan Ibn Majah (1st printing;
t.t.: Dar al-Risalah al-‘A<lamiyyah, 1430 H/2009 M).

40 Ab1i al-‘Abbas Syihab al-Din Ahmad bin AbiBakr bin Isma‘l bin Sulaim bin Qaimaz bin
‘Usman al-Bus}irial-Kinanial-Syafi‘i, Mis}bah al-Zujajah fi Zwa’id Ibn Majah (1st printingl; Beirut: Dar
al-‘Arabiyah, 1403 H).

41 Achamd Lubabul Chadziq, “Telaah Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah”,: p. 212. Nurkhalijah Siregar,
“Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah (Biografi, Sistematika dan Penilaian Ulama)”,: p. 61.

42 Syu‘aib al-Arnaiit, et.al, Mugaddimah Sunan Ibn Mdjah, p. 26-27.
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like other books of Sunan, they do not only include traditions of sahih and/or hasan quality
but also those of daif quality. However, they gave special notes to the daif traditions to
indicate their falsity. This is different from the position taken by Ibn Majah in his Sunan. He
does not provide any special caveats and remarks among the traditions contained. 43

The existence of zawaid traditions in Ibn Majah's Sunan has generated pros and cons
among scholars, both in terms of their legal status and their number. al-Mizz1 says that all
the traditions narrated by Ibn Majah and not narrated by al-Bukhari, Imam Muslim ibn al-
Hajjaj, Abu Dawud al-Sijistani, Abt 'Isa Muhammad ibn 'Isa al-Tirmizi, Abi 'Abd al-Rahman
al-Nasa'l (zawaid traditions) are daif.*

The above statement of al-Mizzi seems to be an exaggeration since Ibn Hajar states
that it is not correct to judge all the zawaid traditions narrated by Ibn Majah as daif unless
one means daif in their sanad because many of these traditions are sahih.*®

Methods of compiling the book

The methods used by Ibn Majah with regard to the traditions he narrated are; a) The
organization of his traditions is grouped according to the chapters of the book of
jurisprudence, thus facilitating the search for hadith arguments for jurisprudential rulings;
b) No mention of the sanad requirements of the traditions. Ibn Mulqin stated that I did not
find the conditions of hadith that Ibn Majah laid down in his book. Compared to the four
sunan books, Sunan ibn Majah has the most weaknesses; c) He does not explain the status
or comment on the narrated tradition and does not give notes and illat on it except very
rarely. For example, after he narrates a tradition about the time of the evening prayer, he
says: | have heard Muhammad b. Yahya say that the traditionists in Baghdad have disagreed
about the tradition, then [ and Abu Bakr al-A'yun went to al-'Awwam b. 'Abbad al-'Awwam,
then he took out his parents' book of traditions, and it turned out that the tradition about
the time of the evening prayer was in that book; d) Not repeating the writing of the sanad
and hadith. The original rule in narrating traditions is to narrate each tradition with its own
sanad, but Ibn Majah used the method of ikhtishar al-sanad (summarizing the sanad); e) He
narrates the superseded traditions first and then mentions or narrates the nasikh
traditions; f) The titles of the chapters in his book are sometimes taken from the hadith
passages or derived from the rulings and understanding of the content of the hadith or by
using istifham (questions).

Scholars’ Appraisal of Sunan Ibn Majah

The master books of hadith as a reference for narrators in narrating hadith are
known as Usul Kutub al-Hadis. Hadith scholars of the al-Mutaakhkhirin have agreed that

43 Nurkhalijah Siregar, “Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah (Biografi, Sistematika dan Penilaian Ulama)”,:
p- 61.

44 Lihat Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Khauli, Miftah al-Sunnah (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
‘Nmiyah, t.t.), p. 101. dikutip dalam Achamd Lubabul Chadziq, “Telaah Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah”,: p.
212.

45 Lihat Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Khauli, Miftah al-Sunnah, p. 101. dikutip dalam Achamd
Lubabul Chadziq, “Telaah Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah”,: p. 212.
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there are five main books of traditions called al-Usul al-Khamsah or al-Kutub al-Khamsah.
Then Muhammad ibn Thahir Maqdisi (d. 507 AH) in his book Atraf al-Kutub al-Sittah and
Syurut al-Aimmah al-Sittah added Sunan Ibn Majah as the sixth book to al-Usul al-Khamsah
or al-Kutub al-Khamsah. This opinion was followed by al-Hafiz 'Abd al-Gan1 ibn al-Wahid al-
Qudst (d. 600 AH) in his book al-Ikmal fi Asma' al-Rijal.

They added Sunan Ibn Majah and did not include Imam Malik's al-Muwatta' in al-
Kutub al-Khamsah, even though al-Muwatta' had appeared earlier than Sunan Ibn Majah,
because the text of Sunan Ibn Majah contains many zawaid (additions), whereas the text of
the hadith in al-Muwatta' is found in al-Kutub al-Khamsah. With this addition, the term
changed to al-Usul al-Sittah or al-Kutub al-Sittah.

The addition was not necessarily agreed upon by the scholars, as evidenced by other
scholars such as Abiu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn Razin al-Saragqisti (d. 535 AH), Abii al-Sa'ad Mujid
al-Din ibn al-Asir al-Jazart al-Syafi'T (d. 606 AH) and al-Zabidi al-Syafi't (d. 944 AH) who
added al-Muwatta'. H) who added Imam Malik's (d.179 H) al-Muwatta' to al-Usul al-
Khamsah or al-Kutub al-Khamsah, because al-Muwatta' was considered more authentic
than Sunan Ibn Majah. According to Abi al-Farraj ibn al-Jauzi, Sunan Ibn Majah contains 30
maudu' traditions.*®

Al-Suytuti and Muhammad ibn Muhammad Abt Shuhbah state that many of the
traditions in Sunan Ibn Majah that are considered maudu' by Abt al-Farraj ibn al-Jauzi in
his book al-Maudu'at are actually not maudu'. According to both of them this opinion is the
correct and superior one.*’

Scholarly criticism of some of the traditions narrated by Ibn Majah as well as the
existence of narrators suspected of lying in Sunan Ibn Majah such as Hubaib b. Abi Hubaib,
al-'Alla" b. Zaid, Dawud b. al-Muhbir, 'Abd al-Wahhab b. al-Dahhagq, Ismail b. Ziyad al-Kufj,
'Abd al-Salam b. Yahya b. Abi al-Janub, led to the emergence of another opinion, which is to
include Sunan al-Darimi in the row of al-Kutub al-Sittah, because there are fewer daif
narrators in Sunan al-Darimi.*®

The book that synthesizes Sunan Ibn Majah

Many scholars have commented and evaluated Sunan Ibn Majah. They are generally
unanimous in their opinion that the book has the advantage of systematization, which
makes it easier for anyone who wants to find traditions that are not in the well-known Kutub
Al Khamsah (Five Books of Hadith). Thus, Sunan Ibn Majah can complement and add to the
literature of the Prophetic traditions. Some scholars consider that not all the traditions in
Sunan Ibn Majah are authentic. According to them, the existence of Sunan Ibn Majah has also
spurred the enthusiasm of hadith scholars to study it more deeply. Evidently, Sunan Ibn
Majah has stimulated them to provide extensive and in-depth commentaries. The following
books were produced to supplement Sunan Ibn Majah; a) Al-I'lam bi Sunanihi 'Alaihi al-

46 Achamd Lubabul Chadziq, “Telaah Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah”,: p. 210.
47 Achamd Lubabul Chadziq, “Telaah Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah”,: p. 210.
48 Achamd Lubabul Chadziq, “Telaah Kitab Sunan Ibn Majah”,: p. 210-211.
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Salam by al-Mughlata'i; b) Sharh Sunan Ibn Majah by Kamal al-Din ibn Miisa al Darimy; c)
Sharh Sunan Ibn Majah by Ibrahim ibn Muhammad al-Halabi; d) Sharh al-Zujajah bi Sharh
Ibn Majah by Jalal al-Din al Suyuti; e) Sharh Sunan Ibn Majah by Muhammad ibn 'Abd al Had1
al-Sindi. 4°

Conclusion

Ibn Majah was a hadith scholar who hailed from Qazwain, a region in Persia. A
scholar who traveled extensively to various regions to study, he was an expert in hadith and
other Islamic fields. One of Ibn Majah's seminal works and the only work of Ibn Majah that
can be found is Sunan Ibn Majah. The hadith contained in Sunan Ibn Majah is very diverse
in terms of the quality of the hadith. The differences in judgment among scholars regarding
the quality of the traditions contained in the book are due to differences in perception or
perspective in assessing the traditions contained in Sunan Ibn Majah. On the other hand,
differences in perception also occur in the aspect of the quantity of traditions in the book
due to the different methodologies used in calculating the quantity of traditions. However,
in spite of these differences in perception, Sunan Ibn Majah with its additional traditions
has enriched the scholarly literature in the field of Islamic knowledge, especially in the field
of hadith. On the other hand, the book of Sunan Ibn Majah still requires in-depth study,
especially regarding the quality of the traditions contained therein as well as the analysis of
Ibn Majah's methodology in determining the quality of the traditions. This is also because
Ibn Majah never explained his methodology in determining the quality of hadith.

49 Muhammad Misbabh, dkk, Studi Kitab Hadis: Dari Muwaththa’ hingga Mustadrak al-Hakim,
p. 79-80.
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