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Abstrak: Penelitian ini merupakan studi komparatif antara ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani (w. 1078 M)
dan Ferdinand de Saussure (w. 1913 M), dengan menyoroti bahasa sebagai sistem relasional. Al-
Jurjani mengembangkan teori nazm yang menekankan pentingnya struktur dan konteks dalam
menghasilkan makna, sementara Saussure memandang bahasa sebagai sistem tanda arbitrer dan
membedakan antara langue dan parole. Kajian ini bertujuan menunjukkan titik temu konseptual
antara keduanya dalam aspek struktur, konteks, dan relasi antara lafaz dan makna. Dengan
menggunakan metode deskriptif dan komparatif, penelitian ini menegaskan bahwa pemikiran
balaghah Arab Klasik tidak semata bersifat retoris, tetapi juga mengandung prinsip-prinsip analisis
linguistik fungsional. Hasilnya, gagasan al-Jurjani tampak mendahului beberapa ide linguistik
modern, sementara Saussure meletakkan dasar-dasar bagi ilmu bahasa sebagai sistem ilmiah. Kajian
ini menjadi sumbangsih dalam membangun dialog antara warisan linguistik klasik dan pendekatan
kontemporer.

Kata kunci: Teori Nazm; Linguistik Struktural; Konteks dan Makna; Balaghah Arab; Komparasi
Linguistik.

Abstract: This paper presents a comparative study of ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjant (d. 1078 CE) and
Ferdinand de Saussure (d. 1913 CE), focusing on their respective views of language as a relational
system. Al-Jurjani’s nazm theory emphasizes the significance of syntactic order and contextual
meaning, asserting that meaning arises from the structural relationships between words. Saussure,
on the other hand, introduces a structuralist approach, framing language as a system of arbitrary
signs and distinguishing between langue and parole. The study aims to highlight the conceptual
intersections between classical Arabic rhetoric and modern structural linguistics, particularly in
terms of structure, context, and the form-meaning relationship. Using comparative and analytical
methods, it argues that Arabic rhetorical thought contains latent linguistic insights that align with,
and in some aspects precede, key tenets of modern linguistics. The findings suggest that al-Jurjant
anticipated modern linguistic functions by emphasizing contextual interpretation, while Saussure
laid the groundwork for linguistics as an autonomous discipline. This research thus contributes to a
knowledge integration between classical Arabic heritage and contemporary linguistic thought.

Keyword: Nazm Theory,; Structural Linguistics, Context and Meaning; Arabic Rhetoric, Linguistic
Comparison
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